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No Safe Heaven For Cross-Border Smugglers,
Peddlers Or Terror Fmanmers In J&K: LG

JAMMU JUNE 6:
Kashmir  Lieutenant

requires  sustained,

terrorists.

Jammu and

Governor
Manoj Sinha on Saturday led a
massive padyatra in Kishtwar as
the ongoing drug-free J&K cam-
paign reached its19th district, reaf-
firming the administration’s com-
mitment to eliminating drug abuse
and narco-terrorism from the
Union Territory. The Lieutenant
Governor said the fight against
drugs is a long-term battle that
round-the-
clock efforts and collective partici-
pation. Addressing a public rally in
Kishtwar, the Lieutenant Governor
said authorities were breaking the
chain of the drug trade at every
level and vowed stringent action
against drug smugglers and narco-
“We are breaking the

chain of the drug trade at every
single link. Whether it’s cross-bor-
der smugglers, peddlers or terror
financiers, there is no safe haven.
Our agencies are hunting down

UNSC Membership Huge Responsibility, Not Forum For
Peddling Biased, False Narratives: India Slams Pakistan

United Nations, Jun 6:
India  has  slammed
Pakistan for its “unwar-
ranted  reference”  to
Jammu and Kashmir at the
UN, telling the current
non-permanent member of
the global body that it was
a huge responsibility and
not a forum for peddling
“biased and false narra-
tives”. “The unwarranted
reference by Pakistan to a
matter strictly internal to
India, the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir,

to the UN Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish said
on Friday. The strong retort

by Harish came after
Pakistan's Permanent
ive to the UN

has me to
respond,” India’s
Permanent Representative

RIEF NEW.

Anti-Terror Operation
Enters Fourteenth Day

Ambassador Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad raised the issue of

Russian

Jammu and Kashmir in his
remarks in the UN General
Assembly on Friday on the
‘Annual Report of the
Security Council”
Pakistan, which constantly
raises the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir as well as
other topics internal to
India at various UN plat-
forms, currently sits in the
Security Council as a non-
permanent member and its
tenure will end this year.
Harish said in the UNGA
hall that Pakistan has
decided not to spare this
forum either from their
(Contdon Pg2)

Sanctions threat to
India would ‘Boomerang' under PM
Modi's Leadership: Putin

ST PETERSBURG Jun 6:
President

night

every narco-terrorist and perma-
nently dismantling their
works,” Sinha said.

He said that during the last 56
days, people from all walks of life

net-

had participated in the campaign
across Jammu and Kashmir, shar-
ing the pain of affected families
and inspiring youth to stay away
from drugs. “Our goal is to foster a
grassroots resistance against drug
abuse and end narco-terrorism,” he
said. The Lieutenant Governor,
who launched the campaign on
April 11, noted that it had now
covered 19 districts of Jammu and
Kashmir,
resolve to eradicate drugs from vil-
lages and towns.
have pursued a single mission of
eliminating every drug smuggler
and narco-terrorist from this land.
Narco-terrorists and drug smug-
glers,
Ramban, Kulgam or Kishtwar,

strengthening public

“For 56 days, |

whether in Pulwama or

(Contdon Pg2)

PM chairs meet with members of Economic

Nsw Delhi, June ans
Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday chaired a
meeting of the Prime
Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council (PM-
EAC), where members
deliberated on strategies to
sustain India’s economic
momentum amid growing

Advisory Council amid West Asia crisis

global uncertaintiss and
geopolitical tensions.

According to sources, the
meeting focused on a range
of ideas and policy mea-
sures aimed at strengthen-
ing economic  growth,
enhancing resilience
against external shocks and
accelerating reforms to

improve both ease of living
and ease of doing business
in the country. Members of
the council reviewed the
evolving global economic
landscape and assessed the
potential implications of
the ongoing conflict in
West Asia on India and the

(Contdon Pg2)

tourism destination.
Known as the

monasteries  and

“cold desert”,
Ladakh remains one of India’s
most sought-after tourist destina-
tions, famed for its dramatic land-
scapes, pristine lakes, ancient
adventure

tourism. The region is often cut

[
off from the rest of the country

Ladakh Records Over 43% rise in tourist
arrivals in 2026, May sees over 121% Growth: LG

LEHNAMMU, Jun 6: Ladakh has
witnessed a historic surge in
tourist arrivals this year, recording
a growth of more than 43 per cent
during the first five months of
2026, a development that authori-
ties attributed to improved infra-
structure, better connectivity and
sustained efforts to promote the
Union Territory as a premier

during the winter months due to
heavy snowfall that blocks the
Srinagar-Leh and Manali-Leh
highways.

Sharing the figures on the social
media platform X, Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh V K Saxena
said the
remarkable increase in visitor
numbers, reflecting the success of
initiatives aimed at boosting
tourism
Himalayan destination.
“Delighted to share that Ladakh
has witnessed a historic surge in
tourist arrivals this year, reflecting

region registered a

in the high-altitude

(Contdon Pg2)

“India always acts as

J&K Govt Files Review Petition in Supreme  Half Knowledge Dangerous, NFHS-6
Reflects Healthcare Transformation:
Nadda Hits Back At Kharge

RAJOURI, JUN 6: A joint
anti-terror operation by the
Indian Army, Jammu and
Kashmir Police, and CRPF has
entered its fourteenth day in
the dense forests of Gambhir
Mughlan and Dorimal in the
Manjakote sector of Rajouri
district. Security forces are
continuing to track suspected
terrorists believed to be hiding
in the region. The security
forces were seen checking the
ID cards of travellers and
locals, conducting intensive
search operations in the region.
The operation, codenamed
Operation  Sheruwali, was
launched following intelli-

Vladimir Putin has said
that any attempt to under-
mine India’s sovereignty
through “threats of sanc-
tions” would “boomerang
immediately” under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership. Putin made
these remarks at the annual
St Petersburg International
Economic  Forum  on
Friday in response to a
question about his com-
ments during an interaction
with heads of leading glob-
al news agencies, includ-
ing PTI, on Thursday

a sovereign country, and
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, any
potential threats of sanc-
tions would boomerang
immediately,” Putin said.
Putin said that he has been
in close talks with Prime
Minister Modi for a long
period, while recalling the
time when the Indian
leader was banned from
entering the United States.
“I know PM Modi will
never forget about it,”
Putin said. “Now that he is
(the) prime minister, all the

(Contdon Pg2,

(Contd on Pg 2)

Properties Worth

Peddlers attached
SRINAGAR, JUN

assets  allegedly

NDPS  Act,

gence inputs indicating the
presence of suspected terrorists
in the region. Officials said the
move aims to trap the suspects

Rs 3.5 Crore Of Alleged Drug

Properties worth approximate-
ly Rs 3.5 crore belonging to
two alleged drug peddlers
were attached in Srinagar,
police said on Saturday. The
action is part of the police’s
ongoing crackdown on drug
trafficking and efforts to target
acquired
through proceeds of the nar-
cotics trade under the ‘Nasha
Mukt Jammu and Kashmir
Abhiyan’, a police spokesman
said. In the first case, Nigeen
police station attached an
immovable property worth
approximately Rs 1.30 crore
under Section 68(F)(1) of the
he said. The
attached property comprises a

(Contdon Pg2)

Katra-Bound Coach Develops
Crack, Partially Separates At
Ludhiana; No Injuries

LUDHIANA, Jun 6: A sleeper coach of the
Delhi Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Special
train developed a crack and partially separated

6: near the toilet area shortly after the train began

moving from the Ludhiana railway station on
Saturday, triggering panic among passengers.
The S-2 coach of the train suffered a structural
failure causing a portion near the toilets to cave
in, officials said. Toilet fittings including seats,
fell onto the tracks as the coach body gave way,
officials said. No passenger was hurt in the
incident, they said. Passengers said they felt a
sudden and violet jolt as the train started mov-
ing, prompting fears of derailment, following
which several people rushed out immediately.
Railway officials and emergency teams
reached the spot, evacuated passengers from
the affected coach and detached it from the
train. Ludhiana Station Director Aditya said a
replacement coach was attached to the train,
allowing it to resume its journey to Katra with-
out significant delay. Railways has ordered a
detailed inquiry into the incident to ascertain
the cause of the structural failure. Deputy

(Contdon Pg2)
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Court Over TET Issue, Says Sakina Itoo

Srinagar, Jun 6: Jammu and Kashmir
Minister for Education Sakina Itoo on
Saturday said that the government has
filed a review petition before the
Supreme Court regarding the Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) issue concerning
J&K teachers. In a post on X, Itoo said,
“As committed, the review petition has
been filed before the Hon’ble Supreme
Court. The Government has consistent-
ly pursued this matter and remains
fully committed to safeguarding the
interests of our teachers.” As per news
agency JKNS, the minister had last
month stated that the government had
acted responsibly and proactively on
the issue and had taken concrete steps
to protect the interests of teachers. She

had informed that the government had
accorded sanction for filing a review
petition before the Supreme Court and
that the Department of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs, through a
communication dated May 26, 2026,
had directed its Standing Counsel to
initiate the necessary legal proceed-

The minister had further stated that
the review petition had been prepared
and would be filed before the Supreme
Court within a week. Reiterating the
government’s  stand,
administration remains committed to
pursuing all available legal remedies to
safeguard the interests of teachers
affected by the issue

Itoo said the

NEW DELHI, Jun 6:
Union Health Minister J P
Nadda hit back at Congress
president  Mallikarjun
Kharge on Saturday over
his criticism of the
National Family Health
Survey (NFHS)-6 findings,
saying “half-knowledge is
dangerous” and asserting
that the latest data reflects
significant improvements
in India’s healthcare indi-
cators under the Modi gov-
erment. The remarks
came after Kharge, in a
social media post two days
ago, alleged that the

NFHS-6 data has exposed
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government’s
“absolute incompetence”
and accused it of deliber-
ately hiding crucial data
that brings to light its fail-
ures in healthcare and
nutrition. Responding to
the Congress chief’s
remarks, Nadda accused
him of selectively reading
the survey findings for
political purposes and said
the data demonstrates the
“remarkable transforma-
tion” in India’s health
(Contdon Pg2)

CS reviews progress of health sector reforms in J&K

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06:
Chief  Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today chaired a
comprehensive review
meeting to assess the
progress achieved under
the Health Sector Reforms
being implemented across
Jammu and Kashmir over
the past couple of years.
The meeting examined
reforms aimed at strength-
ening tertiary and sec-
ondary healthcare services,
expanding medical educa-
tion, enhancing digital
health infrastructure and
improving access to spe-
cialized treatment facilities
across the healthcare facili-
ties of the Union Territory.
The meeting besides
Commissioner Secretary,
Health & Medical
Education was attended by
Director, SKIMS; MD,
NHM; CEO, SHA;
Principals of Government
Medical Colleges; Director
Health, Kashmir/Jammu

Calls for expansion of trauma, emergency and
critical care services across health institutions

representatives from
AlIMS Jammu,
SMVDIME and  other
senior officers associated
with the healthcare sector.
During the review, the
Chief  Secretary ~ was
apprised of the significant
strides made in establish-
ing collaborative institu-
tional frameworks among
Government Medical
Colleges, SKIMS, AIIMS
Jammu and other health-

L

+

care institutions  for
strengthening specialty and
super-specialty  services,
capacity building, academ-
ic collaboration, research
initiatives and digital
healthcare delivery.

While  reviewing  the
progress achieved under
the health sector reforms
programme, the Chief
Secretary emphasized that
every tertiary care institu-
tion in  Jammu and

Kashmir should strive
towards establishing and
strengthening crltlcal care,
trauma care and emergency
medicine services, observ-
ing that these areas are
among the most significant
determinants of quality
patient care and healthcare
outcomes.

He further directed that the
benefits of the reform
process should not remain
confined to the newly

established Government
Medical Colleges alone.
He called for inclusion of
District Hospitals and Sub-
District Hospitals, particu-
larly in those areas where
no Government Medical
College exists, so that
healthcare  upgradation
reaches all regions of the
Union Territory in a bal-
anced and equitable man-
ner. He observed that
future interventions should
be planned according to the
strengths, ~ requirements
and service potential of
each healthcare institution.
The  Chief  Secretary
assured the department of
full administrative and
financial support for viable
and impactful healthcare
initiatives and encouraged
the officers to proactively
formulate innovative pro-
posals aimed at improving
patient care, medical edu-
cation and healthcare
(Contdon Pg2)
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No Safe...

must understand that there will be no mercy for those who
ruin the future of our young generation,” he said.
Referring to the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Sinha said there would be no leniency towards
narco-terrorists, while individuals seeking to overcome
addiction would continue to receive support and rehabili-
tation.

“We are ensuring that drug addicts who seek a path to
recovery are provided all possible and brought

said

Making it clear that Jammu and Kashmir was, is and will
always remain an integral and inalienable part of India,
Harish emphasised that any assertions to the contrary are
baseless, devoid of and inconsistent with historical facts.
“Empty rhetoric and hollow claims by Pakistan would not
change this fundamental reality. In the interest of time of
the wider UN membership, | would not delve any further
into this,” he said.

The Indlan envoy alsu pointed out that the international

back into the mainstream with compassion and dignity.
But compassion cannot be wasted on narco-terrorists who
profit from others’ ruin,” he said.

'The Lieutenant Governor said the 100-day Drug-Free
J&K Campaign was only the beginning of a larger and
sustained effort against the menace.

“It is a war of years, not a battle of weeks. Victory
demands a unified, roundthe-clock commitment. By
mobilising a whole-of-society approach, we will ensure
that Jammu and Kashmir’s soil is completely cleared of
drug smugglers and peddlers,” he said.

He said that the people from different walks of life reaf-
firmed their commitment to building a drug-free society
and combating the menace of narcotics across the Union
Territory.

“Today, as the drug-free J&K campaign culminates in a
massive padyatra in Kishtwar, citizens have resoundingly
reaffirmed their commitment to the cause. Our goal is to
foster a grassroots resistance against drug abuse and end
narco-terrorism,” Sinha said.

Making an appeal from the “sacred land of Kishtwar”, the
Lieutenant Governor said Jammu and Kashmir is
strongest when its people stand united against drugs and
work collectively for hope, change and a better future.
“Every voice matters, every action counts and together we
can create a safer and healthier Union Territory,” he said.
Sinha said the administration was embedding the spirit of
the campaign into communities by empowering citizens
'to identify early signs of addiction and intervene in time.
He lauded the role of teachers, Panchayat Mahila Samitis,
religious leaders and civil society organisations in
strengthening the movement and safeguarding the future
of the youth

“This is a defining moment for the future of our children.
' The people have spoken with one voice that narco-terror-
ists must be driven from this land,” he added.

He said that during the past 56 days, authorities had reg-
istered 1,026 FIRs, arrested 1,128 drug smugglers,
attached more than 100 properties linked to smugglers,
nearly 700 driving licences and recommended
cancellation of passports of 130 accused drug traffickers.

PM chairs...

\wider world economy.
Discussions covered the possible impact of geopolitical
instability on energy markets, supply chains, inflationary
pressures and global trade flows, all of which have
emerged as key concerns for policymakers across the
world. The deliberations come at a time when the govern-
ment is closely monitoring developments in the region
amid heightened uncertainty over energy supplies and
their potential effect on major importing nations, includ-
ing India. The council also discussed measures that could
help strengthen domestic economic activity, support
investment, boost productivity and create a more con-
ducive environment for businesses. Reforms aimed at
reducing compliance burdens, improving service delivery
and enhancing citizens’ quality of life were among the
issues taken up during the meeting. The discussions
assume  significance against the backdrop of Prime
Minister Modi’s recent remarks warning that the world is
passing through a period of unprecedented challenges.
/Addressing a gathering in Surat on World Environment
Day on Friday, the Prime Minister had described the cur-
rent decade as increasingly becoming a “decade of disas-
ters”, marked by successive global crises ranging from the
Covid-19 pandemic and armed conflicts to disruptions in
energy markets and supply chains
'The PM had noted that volatility in fuel prices and stress
in global energy supply networks were affecting
economies worldwide
Despite these challenges, the PM said India had demon-
strated resilience through collective national efforts and
continued to pursue growth-oriented policies.
PM Modi has also repeatedly underlined the importance
of self-reliance in energy and critical sectors, arguing that
global disruptions highlight the need to reduce vulnerabil-
ities arising from external dependencies.
He has pointed to investments in energy infrastructure,
nuclear power and domestic manufacturing as part of
India’s long-term strategy to strengthen economic securi-
ty.
In recent weeks, the government has additionally called
for prudent use of resources amid concems over rising
global energy costs.
PM Modi had urged citizens to conserve fuel, make
greater use of public transport where possible and con-
tribute to reducing pressure on foreign exchange reserves
during a period of global uncertainty.The PM-EAC meet-
ing reflected the government’s continued focus on balanc-
ing growth with economic stability as international chal-
lenges become increasingly complex.
By examining both domestic reforms and external risks,
the council sought to identify policy options that could
help India maintain growth, support businesses and pro-
tect citizens from the adverse effects of global economic
turbulence. The meeting concluded with a broad consen-
sus on the need to remain vigilant, pursue reforms and
India’s to navigate an
increasingly uncertain global environment while sustain-
ing long-term development objectives.

UNSC Membershlp -

characteristic misuse of august UN platfo

divisive political interests. “Abuse of its presence on the
Security Council by Pakistan, including through the circu-
lation of several misinformed and misleading communi-
cations also testifies to this counter-productive approach.
I would like to remind Pakistan that being a member of
the UN Security Council is a huge responsibility. It is not
a forum for peddling biased and false narratives,” Harish

T the importance of reform of the
Security Council to make it fit-for-purpose to handle con-
temporary and future challenges we face.
“The current structure reflects geopolitical realities of
1945. Retaining the staus quo has so far not enabled effec-
tive functioning of the Security Council and cannot do so
in future,” he said.
He noted that the “marginal” reform in the 1960s that
expanded only the non-permanent category has not
changed the fundamental mode of functioning of the
Sscunty Council in any impactful manner.

of both and cate-

gories is central to implementing real and meaningful
reform,” he said.
The G4 nations of India, Brazil, Germany and Japan have
proposed that Security Council membership needs to be
increased from the current 15 to 25 or 26, with a reformed
Council consisting of 11 permanent members and 14 or 15
non-permanent members.
Currently, the powerful UN organ consists of five veto-
wielding permanent members — China, France, Russia,
the UK and the US.
The remaining 10 members are elected to sit at the horse-
shoe table for two-year terms as non-permanent members.
India last sat in the Council as a non-permanent member
in 2021-22.

Ladakh...

the success of our sustained efforts to position Ladakh as
a premier tourism destination,” the Lieutenant Governor
said. According to official data, May 2026 emerged as a
landmark month for tourism in Ladakh, registering an
unprecedented 121.20 per cent growth with 72,834 tourist
arrivals compared to 32,927 visitors during the corre-
sponding month last year.

Between January and May 2026, Ladakh welcomed
1,17,546 tourists against 81,827 during the same period in
2025, marking a year-on-year increase of 43.65 per cent,
Saxena said.

Officials said major tourist destinations, including
Pangong Lake and Nubra Valley, have witnessed a sharp
increase in visitor footfall. Nubra Valley, known for its
sand dunes and double-humped Bactrian camels, has
remained packed with tourists in recent weeks, while
Pangong Lake continues to attract large numbers of visi-
tors,

The Lieutenant Governor attributed the surge to Prime
Minister Narendra Mudl s call to promote domestic
tourism and the ion’s efforts to
infrastructure, improve connectivity and diversify tourism
experiences across the region.

He said the growth in tourist arrivals has brought renewed
optimism among tourism stakeholders and local business-
es dependent on the sector. “I sincerely thank all tourists
visiting Ladakh and invite people from across the country
to experience the confluence of nature, adventure, peace,
culture, spirituality, clean air and serene atmosphere in
Ladakh,” Saxena said.

The revival comes after a temporary setback following the
Pahalgam terror attack and Operation Sindoor, which
affected travel sentiment and led to temporary disruptions,
including airspace restrictions and travel advisories by
some foreign governments last year.

With the restoration of normalcy, tourists have once again
started arriving in large numbers, providing relief to thou-
sands of residents whose livelihoods depend on the
tourism industry.

Officials noted that domestic tourism remains strong this
year despite global uncertainties, with destinations such
as Pangong Lake, Nubra Valley and Khardung La contin-
uing to receive steady inflows. “Hotels, homestays and
tour operators are functioning with high occupancy lev-
els”.

Tourism in Ladakh witnessed rapid growth after the suc-
cess of the Bollywood blockbuster ‘3 Idiots’, parts of
which were filmed at Pangong Lake. Improved connectiv-
ity, including the opening of the Atal Tunnel in Himachal
Pradesh in 2020, has further enhanced year-round access
to the region, they said.

From recording just a few hundred visitors when it was
opened to tourism in 1970, Ladakh has evolved into one
of India’s leading travel destinations, attracting more than
five lakh tourists annually in recent years.

The boom has significantly contributed to economic
growth, employment generation and the expansion of the
local service sector, they said.

Sanctions...
sanctions have been eliminated, and the relationship
between the US and India is developing successfully as
far as | understand.”
Asked about the possibility of India facing US sanctions
if it were to acquire Russian defence systems such as the
Su-57 aircraft or the S-500 air defence platform, Putin
said, “India is a sovereign country, and it is free to choose
those products that they consider to be most up to date and
most applicable for them and obviously offering the best
price. No matter what people say, India has always been
acting in this manner.” “India is always guided by its
national interests,” he added.
Putin said that Russia’s cooperation with India, just like
with all other partners, is not subject to the political envi-
ronment.
“We can’t be dictated... Nobody can dictate to us, and
nobody would even try to do that. We are always going to
do what we consider to be right, and we will always stand
true to the commitments given to partners, especially part-
ners like India,” he said.

ing Russia’s long-st: with
Indla‘ especially in the area of defsnce Putin said, “Our
relations with the Indian friends are specific, thanks to our
mutual trust. We concentrate not just on trade. Not just on

buying and selling, we’re also concentrating on joint
research and development.” Putin highlighted how
experts from both countries are working on the design of
the mid-range missile BrahMos.

On the fifth-generation stealth aircraft Sukhoi Su-57,
Putin said Russia had earlier proposed a joint develop-
ment programme with India, but later pursued the project
|ndependsntly after the plan did not materialise.

“Su-57 is a very good aircraft, probably the most modemn
one, the most up-todate in the world as of now,” Putin
said. “We offered that we should do that together. Well, it
didn’t work out, but we did it on our own, and we stand
ready to sell Su-57.” For decades, Russia has served as
India’s primary defence supplier. However, persistent
supply chain disruptions and delivery delays stemming
from the war in Ukraine have forced New Delhi to aggres-
sively diversify its military procurement strategy.

After ayears-long search for a fifth-generation fighter jet,
India has launched its ambitious Advanced Multirole
Combat Aircraft (AMCA) project, widely regarded as the
nation’s largest indigenous aerospace programme.

As the aircraft under the AMCA project is unlikely to join
the Indian Air Force (IAF) before 2035, the government is
considering the procurement of at least two squadrons
(around 36) of Su-57s, provided they fulfil the technical
specifications.

Half...

ecosystem under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “Shri Kharge ji’s half is dan-

The Chief Secretary further advised the department to
establish a clearly defined Roles, Responsibilities and|
Accountability Framework across healthcare institutions
so that responsibilities at every level are well delineated
and measurable. He stressed the need for instituting a|
robust Monitoring, Evaluation and Review Mechanism
supported by information technology platforms to facili-
tate real-time assessment of healthcare services, patient|
utilization patterns and institutional performance across
the Union Territory.

Calling for a forward-looking approach, the Chief|
Secretary directed the Health & Medical Education
Department to identify measurable milestones and targets|
for the next six months, one year and two years in the
areas of healthcare services, medical education and|
research.

He also emphasized the need for making concerted efforts
towards enhancement of MBBS, postgraduate and super-
specialty seats across medical colleges to ensure optimal
utilization of the infrastructure and human resources cre-|
ated under the health sector reforms programme.
Regarding the expansion of undergraduate and postgradu-
ate medical education the Commissioner Secretary,
H&ME, M.Raju revealed that proposals have been sub-
mitted for enhancement of 300 MBBS seats, 243 MD/MS|
seats, 64 DM/MCh super-specialty seats and additional
DNB seats across various medical institutions. He added
that several proposals have already undergone inspection
and appruval processes with the National Medical

gerous. Public health is too important to be reduced to
political rhetoric. Selective reading may serve politics, but
facts serve the nation,” Nadda said in a post on X.

Citing improvements in maternal healthcare indicators
since NFHS-3 (2005- 06), he said first-trimester antenatal
registration rose from 43.9 per cent to 76.2 per cent, insti-
tutional deliveries increased from 38.7 per cent to 90.6 per
cent and births attended by skilled health personnel
climbed from 46.6 per cent to 91.3 per cent.

The minister said the gains reflect better access to health-
care services for women across the country.

“These are not mere statistics. They represent millions of
mothers receiving timely care, safer deliveries and better
health outcomes. The real story of India’s healthcare jour-
ney is one of progress, not pessimism,” he said.

In another post, Nadda compared the latest survey find-
ings with those recorded during the Congress-led UPA era
and said the gains reflected in NFHS-6 extend far beyond
maternal healthcare and stand in sharp contrast to the poor
outcomes witnessed during that time.

“Compared to NFHS-3 (2005-06), conducted during the
UPA regime: Full immunisation coverage in the NFHS-6
has increased to 87.1 per cent. Health insurance coverage
has surged from 4.9 per cent to 60.2 per cent. Use of
hygienic menstrual protection has risen to 79.2 per cent.
Child stunting has declined from 48.0 per cent to 29.3 per
cent,” he said.

He attributed the improvements to sustained investments
made over the last 10 years in healthcare, nutrition, sani-
tation and last-mile service delivery. “These improve-
ments highlight the difference between years of neglect
and a decade of focussed governance.

“Behind every percentage point are millions of Indians
with better health, greater security and improved quality
of life. NFHS-6 is not merely a set of statistics — it is evi-
dence of the transformative outcomes achieved through
sustained policy action and effective implementation,”
Nadda said.

In a third post, the health minister accused the Congress
of ignoring the shortcomings of previous govemments
and said the latest survey reflects greater access to health-
care and wider social protection. “What is most revealing
is what the Congress leadership chooses not to acknowl-
edge. For decades, India struggled with poor health out-
comes, inadequate healthcare access and weak delivery
systems despite repeated promises. The consequences of
that prolonged policy failure were visible across genera-
tions,” he said.

While acknowledging that challenges remain, Nadda said
the BJP-led government continues to address those with
urgency, but dismissing the progress recorded in the sur-
vey does a disservice to the efforts of health workers and
beneficiaries who have contributed to the improvements.
“But denying progress does a disservice to the millions of
frontline health workers and beneficiaries who have dri-
ven this transformation. Facts matter. Outcomes matter.
NFHS-6 speaks for itself,” he said.

Inapost on X on Thursday, Kharge had said the “absolute
incompetence” of the BJP has been unmasked by the
NFHS-6 data.

“BJP’s five-step formula to hide its sins is to bury select-
ed data, abandon the vulnerable, advertise ‘Sabka Saath”
and ‘Amrit Kaal’, manipulate the narrative and protect
Modi ji’s PR at all costs,” he said.

The Congress chief claimed that the data showed one in
five children suffers from acute malnutrition and one-
third of India’s children are underweight. “More than 84
per cent of children aged 6 to 23 months do not receive
adequate nutrition, while 57 per cent of women between
15 and 49 years are anaemic as per NFHS-5. One in five
women is undernourished,” he said.

Katra-Bound...

Superintendent of Police, Government Railway Police,
Tejpal Singh said preliminary investigation had found no
evidence of sabotage.

Officials believe atechnical defect caused the coach body
to fail at the start of movement. Officers noted that the
consequences could have been far more serious had the
coach failure occurred while the train was running at high
speed

CS reviews ...

delivery across Jammu and Kashmir.

Highlighting the growing role of technology in health-
care, he directed the department to expand the ambit of
Virtual Medical Boards to cover more specialties and
institutions. He also called for the introduction of Grand
Rounds, virtual academic sessions and online teaching
platforms in penpheral healthcare institutions to facilitate
strengthen special-
ist support and improve clinical outcomes.

and other regulatory bodies.

The Commissioner Secretary further apprised that Tele-|
MANAS and tele-psychiatry services have been made
operational in major institutions, while de-addiction and
mental health facilities have been significantly expanded.|
He divulged that a comprehensive three-tier Substance
Use Disorder (SUD) service delivery framework has also|
been devised to strengthen prevention, treatment, rehabil-
itation and community-based support systems throughout|
Jammu and Kashmir.

It was given out by the Director, SKIMS, Dr Ashraf Ganai
that the constitution of the J&K Research Consortium has
been constituted at the Institute aimed at promoting col-|
laborative research among SKIMS, Government Medical
Colleges and AIIMS Jammu. The consortium is expected|
to strengthen medical research, innovation and evidence-
based policy formulation in the healthcare sector in the,
days to come, he informed.

Earlier on Dr. Yashpal Sharma, Executive Director, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Institute of Medical Excellence
(SMVDIME) gave a detailed presentation about several
reforms executed across the healthcare facilities of the|
UT.

He gave out that multiple Virtual Medical Boards have
already been conducted in disciplines such as Neurology,|
Psychiatry, Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Anaesthesiology,
Surgery and Community Medicine

Moreover he apprised the meeting that the Tele-1CU facil-
ities are proposed to be established in seven new
Government Medical Colleges under a hybrid hub-and-
spoke model to strengthen critical care services across the,
UT.

Similarly, he made out that the process for establishing|
Tele-Radiology services is underway to ensure timely|
specialist radiological support to healthcare institutions in
remote and underserved areas, he added.

The Head IMHANS Srinagar, Dr Arshid Dada threw light|
on the roadmap for expansion and augmentation of drug|
de-addiction services and the efforts made towards train-|
ing over 3,200 grassroots-level workers under the pro-
posed “Circle of Care" programme. He elaborated that the,
initiative aims to create a community-based support net-
work for early |dsnt|f|cat|un counselling, referral and
r ilitation of il iduals affected by use dis-
orders.

Reviewing the initiatives undertaken in the field of food|
safety, the Chief Secretary was informed about strength-
ening of regulatory and enforcement mechanisms, expan-|
sion of laboratory infrastructure, capacity building of field|
staff and enhanced public awareness campaigns.

He was apprised that more than 1,700 food safety cases
were adjudicated during the last financial year, resulting
in penalties exceeding Rs 1.67 Cr, while signi
progress has been achieved towards laboratory modern-|
ization and expansion of testing capabilities.

The meeting further deliberated upon upcoming initia-
tives in the areas of mental health, liver transplant services|
and strengthening of dental healthcare services. It was
informed that collaboration with premier institutions has
been initiated to establish advanced liver and biliary care
services in Jammu and Kashmir and to further augment|
specialty healthcare delivery here in the health facilities of]
the UT.

Emphasizing the need for sustained reforms, the Chief|
Secretary stressed that the ultimate objective of these
reforms should be to provide accessible, affordable and|
high-quality healthcare services to every citizen of Jammu|
and Kashmir. He underscored the importance of leverag-
ing technology, research, capacity building and institu-
tional collaboration to transform the healthcare landscape
of the Union Territory.

Anti-Terror...

within the designated zones while search teams intensify|
their operations

Properties...

double-storeyed residential house along with land at|
Habbak Crossing in Hazratbal, and belongs to Rahil
Manzoor Malla, the spokesman said. In a separate action,
Soura police station attached a residential house worth|
approximately Rs 2.20 crore under Section 68-F of the
NDPS Act belonging to Adil Rashid Gudoo, a resident of|
Keel Khan Gali in Upper Soura, who is allegedly involved
in illicit drug trafficking. During the investigation, both
properties were identified as assets allegedly acquired
through proceeds generated from narcotics trafficking,
police said. The properties have been formally attached
under the provisions of the NDPS Act. The
orders prohibit the owners from selling, transferring, leas-
ing, alienating, altering, disposing of, or creating any|
third-party interest in the properties pending further.
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Ashok Koul meets eminent personalities under KunwaraniDr.Ritu Singh expresses deep anguish
special outreach programme in Akhnoor

Akhnoor, June 6:

Ashok Koul, General Secretary
(Organization), J&K BJP accom-
panied by Prabhari Akhnoor Vinay
Gupta, District President Akhnoor
Kuldeep Raj Sharma, MLA
Akhnoor Mohan Lal Bhagat, and
former MLA Rajiv Sharma, met
and held interactions with eminent
personalities as part of the
Bharatiya Janata Party's ongoing
Special Outreach Campaign, in
District Akhnoor.

The interactions witnessed the par-
ticipation of distinguished citizens
including Dr. K. C. Bhagat,
Krishan Gupta, Tarsem Gupta, Dr.
Surinder Gupta, G. R. Sharma,
Mangu Ram Sharma, and Lecturer
Vikramjeet Singh, who shared
their valuable insights, sugges-
tions, and perspectives on issues
concerning public welfare, region-
al development, education, social
progress, and community partici-
pation in nation-building.

Ashok Koul, while interacting
with the prominent intellectuals,

GDC Nowshera Celebrates World
Environment Day with Tree Plantation Driv

Nowshera, ~ June  6:

emphasized that the BJP remains
committed to maintaining continu-
ous dialogue with all sections of
society to ensure inclusive and par-

aspirations and concems. He said
that such engagements help in
building stronger bonds between
the people and public representa-
tives.

Mohan Lal Bhagat said that the
BJP government has consistently
prioritized P and public

over damage to Historic Shri Gadhadhar Ji Temple

Calls for immediate restorati

Jammu, June 06:
Kunwarani Dr. Ritu Singh,
accompanied by Mr. Ashok
Sharma, Secretary, J&K
Dharmarth Trust, and offi-
cials of the Trust, today
visited the historic Shri
G

welfare, and feedback received
from respected citizens will further
strengthen efforts towards the
holistic development of the region.
Rajiv Sharma said that nation-
building is a collective responsibil-

ng ity and the active participation of
transparent, and i pr i and
development-oriented govemance.  social leaders is essential for

Vinay Gupta said that the outreach

ticipatory He said
that eminent citizens serve as the
intellectual strength of society, and
their experience and guidance play
a vital role in shaping policies and
addressing public concerns effec-
tively. He added that the BJP under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, is working with
the vision of empowering every

is aimed at

ing communication between the
party and respected members of
society so that constructive sug-
gestions from the ground can con-
tribute to better governance and
public welfare initiatives.

Kuldeep Raj Sharma stated that the
interaction provided a valuable
platform for understanding local

achieving sustainable progress and
social harmony.

The intellectuals appreciated the
initiative and expressed their will-
ingness to contribute towards the
development of Akhnoor and the
welfare of society. The interaction
concluded with a shared commit-
ment to strengthening public par-
ticipation, good governance, and
inclusive development.

Ji Temple
adjoining the Mubarak
Mandi Heritage Complex
to assess the damage
caused by the recent col-
lapse of a portion of the

temple wall.
Expressing deep anguish
over the incident, she

described it as a matter of
serious concern for devo-
tees, heritage lovers and
the people of Jammu. The
temple, built during the
reign of Maharaja Gulab
Singh, is a cherished sym-
bol of Jammu's spiritual
and cultural heritage and
has served as a centre of
faith for generations.

The Kunwarani noted with

relief that no casualties
were reported despite the
fact that hundreds of devo-
tees had visited the temple
shortly before the collapse.
“It is only by the blessings
of Shri Gadhadhar Ji that a
major tragedy was averted.
Hundreds of people had
gathered at the temple
shortly before the incident.
The safety of all present is
truly a blessing," she said.

During her visit, she
observed that the impact of

ion and safety measures

extended
beyond the temple struc-
ture itself. The surrounding
area, which is home to

the collapse

numerous families, has
also suffered damage. She
expressed concern over
reports of damage to public
infrastructure, including
water supply lines, and
emphasized that the safety
of residents living around
the temple must be treated
as a matter of utmost prior-
ity.

Eco-Conservation Seminar Marks World

Environment Day 2026 at Samba Military Station

Government Degree
College (GDC) Nowshera
marked World
Environment Day with a
meaningful tree plantation
drive on campus today.
The event, organized by
the  National ~ Service
Scheme (NSS) unit, aimed
to promote environmental
awareness and sustainable
practices among students
and staff.Principal Prof.
Mohd Sadeeq graced the
occasion, actively partici-
pating in the plantation
drive alongside NSS vol-
unteers and faculty mem-
bers. Saplings of native
and fruit-bearing trees
were planted across the
college premises.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof. Mohd Sadeeq com-

Congress questions silence of BJP-RSS over Gadhadhar temple
damage, seeks white paper on Mubarak Mandi Complex

mended the NSS unit for
their commendable efforts
in organizing the event. He
emphasized the critical
role of trees in combating
climate change and urged
students to adopt eco-
friendly habits in their
daily lives."The NSS unit
has set a wonderful exam-
ple of student-led environ-
mental  action,”  said

TIEY

Professor Sadeeq. "Such
initiatives not only beauti-
fy our campus but also
instill a sense of responsi-
bility towards nature in
young minds."The event
concluded with a pledge by
participants to protect and
nurture the newly planted
trees, reaffirming the col-
lege's commitment to a
greener future.

Samba, Jan 6:

In a befitting observance of World
Environment Day 2026, themed
“Inspired by Nature, For Climate,
For Our Future,” the Chinar Eco
Warriors in collaboration with the
Jammu & Kashmir Forest
Department, organised an Eco-
Conservation Seminar at the
Auditorium, Samba  Military
Station, on 06 June 2026. The sem-
inar was conducted in close coor-
dination with the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), Border
Security Force (BSF), Jammu &
Kashmir Police, Village Defence
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Forests, J&K, Sahitya Akademi
Award laureate and renowned Tree
Talk Architect, delivered an

Guards and other local stakehold:
ers, exemplifying a spirit of inter-
agency cooperation and l:_ullective

on
“Medicinal and Heritage Plants of
Jammu & Kashmir: Conservation

towards
tal preservation.
The first keynote speaker, Shri
O.P. Vidyarthi, IFS (Retd), former
Principal Chief Conservator of

and Utilisation.”
Drawing upon his vast experience,
he highli the ical, cul-

and stressed the imperative of con-
serving this invaluable natural her-
itage. The second keynote address
was  delivered by  Shri
Pradeepchandra P. Wahule, IFS,
Conservator of Forests, Jammu
East Circle, and a distinguished
artist and poet, on the theme “From

tural and therapeutic significance
of the region’s indigenous flora

to Action: Building a
Greener Tomorrow.” He eloquent-
ly underscored the need to trans-

form environmental consciousness
into meaningful action through
sustainable practices, community
participation and responsible stew-
ardship of natural resources.
Addressing the gathering, the
Station Commander expressed his
sincere gratitude to the distin-
guished speakers for their insight-
ful deliberations and commended
the active participation of all stake-
holders. He particularly lauded the
exemplary spirit of jointness and
synergy displayed by all adminis-
trative agencies and uniformed ser-
vices within the station, which has
significantly  contributed  to
advancing environmental initia-
tives in the region.

The programme concluded with an
Environmental Pledge Ceremony,
reaffirming the participants’ com-
mitment towards ecological con-
servation,

Sikhs in J&K suffered due to NC's failure
to set up Minority Commission: Khalsa

Jammu, 06 June 2026:

such a commission could

Jammu, June 06 : Congress has
raised serious questions over the
silence of BJP-RSS over the issue
of massive damage to the historic
Gadhadhar temple of great reli-
gious importance at Mubarak
Mandi due to the sheer negligence
and unprofessional execution and
huge excavations in the complex
contrary to the norms for protected
monuments. The party has
demanded a white paper on the
Mubarak Mandi Dogra heritage
Complex, the funds spent so far,
future planning the agencies
involved in the execution with
future road map. Addressing a
press conference at Rajiv Bhawan
PCC HQ Jammu today, JKPCC
Working President Raman Bhalla,
Chief Spokesperson Ravinder
Sharma, EX-MLC 1/C HQ Ved
Mahajan, Senior Leader & EX-
DCC President Th. Manmohan
Singh alongwith local leaders
Chander Shekhar, Atul Sharma,
Ram Magotra, Virinder Kumar

and Pawan Sharma questioned the
silence of BJP-RSS over the most
important issue of religious sancti-
ty of Hindus and the heritage of
Dogras. Two days after the inci-
dent, BJP is silent and missing and
the local MLA was seen defending
officials more than listening to the
grievances of the locals and resi-
dents of the area, who are hurtand
suffering for several years due to
mismanagementand poor planning
and  ruthless execution, said
Raman Bhalla. Chief

Jammu & Kashmir Pragesh
ONgrges Commi

Spokesperson  Mr.  Ravinder
Sharma raised concern over the
destruction and removal of historic
Chabutra, the symbol of Lok
Adalat during Maharaja rule. How
can a declared protected
Monument of Dogra identity and
culture be dealt with in such a ruth-
less manner, without sharing any
road map or details with the stake-
holders and in the absence of
experts. The deep digging and
excavations adjacent to the over
200 years old temple and buildings

itself is the proof of recklessness
and ill-planed execution. They are
eying the estate and commercial
aspects, only instead of achieving
the goal of preservation of Dogra
heritage. For years the work is
going on in the complex and the
people in the surroundings are suf-
fering numerous civic, transport
and water problems but no one is
listening to them and BJP is not
bothered except votes, in the name
of religious sentiments and
Dogrras but when comes question
of fixing accountability they turn
deaf years and shut their eyes.
What can be more cruel joke with
Dogra heritage and city of temples
that is happening with most presti-
gious heritage in full public view
quite in violation of norms. Hence
a white paper be issued with full
details of spending, funds avail-
able, the agencies and contractors
Involved, the future roadmap and
planning and the condition of the
civic amenities.

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) senior leader and
former MLC S. Charanjit
Singh Khalsa has strongly
criticized the National
Conference (NC) for what
he termed as its continued
neglect of the Sikh com-
munity during its long
years in power in Jammu
and Kashmir. He alleged
that despite ruling the erst-
while state for the maxi-
mum period after
Independence, the NC
failed to take meaningful
steps for the welfare,
empowerment and protec-
tion of Sikh minorities.

S. Charanjit Singh Khalsa
said that one of the biggest
failures of the National
Conference was its inabili-
ty and unwillingness to
establish a  Minority
Commission in Jammu and
Kashmir. He said that
despite repeated demands
from Sikh organizations

have provided. The former
MLC further accused the
NC of deliberately delay-
ing the effective imple-
mentation of the
Gurudwara Act. He said
that while announcements
and assurances  were
repeatedly made, the Act
was never n

and rep -
tives, the NC government
never demonstrated seri-
ousness towards creating

its true spirit, thereby
denying the Sikh commu-
nity transparent and demo-
cratic management of its

an
to safeguard the rights and
interests of minority com-
munities. Khalsa said that
the absence of a Minority
Commission deprived
Sikhs and other minorities
of a dedicated platform
through which their griev-
ances and concems could
be addressed effectively.
He said that the communi-
ty suffered due to the lack
of constitutional  and
administrative support that

religious

Highlighting another major
concern, Khalsa pointed
out that elections to Jammu
Kashmir Gurudwara
Prabandhak Board has not
been conducted for three
consecutive terms. He
described this as a serious
democratic failure and
blamed successive NC-led
administrations for not
ensuring timely elections.
Such prolonged delays, he
said

India's 7.7% GDP growth shatters Rahul Gandhi's 'Dead Economy’
propaganda; Congress must apologise to the Nation: Gaurav

Jammu, 06 June 2026:

BJP Spokesperson and
Convenor, International Affairs
Department, Gaurav Gupta,
today launched a scathing
attack on Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and the Congress
party following the release of
official GDP figures showing
India's economy growing at an
impressive 7.7 percent in FY
2025-26 and 7.8 percent in the
fourth quarter, asserting that the
data has completely demol-
ished the opposition's false and
malicious narrative of a “dead
economy.” Gupta said the latest
economic indicators are a
resounding endorsement of the
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and a
fitting reply to those who have
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consistently
undermine
ments for political gains. He
said Rahul Gandhi's repeated
attempts to portray India as an
economically distressed nation
have not only been proven
wrong but have also exposed
the Congress party's disconnect
from ground realities and the

attempted  to
India's achieve-

are

insulted Indian entrepreneurs,
farmers, workers, profession-
als, innovators and youth who

progress,” Gupta said. He noted
that the GDP growth rate of 7.7
percent, which surpasses both
last year's growth and earlier
estimates, reflects the inherent
strength of the Indian economy

driving the nation's

figures

Congress

startup promotion, industrial
expansion and welfare initia-
tives that have empowered
every section of society. "The
released
Government of India have
exposed the hollowness of

Manufacturing has recorded
remarkable growth,

by the

propaganda.

invest-

he said. Taking a direct swipe at
Rahul Gandhi, Gupta said that
every prediction of economic
doom made by the Congress
party over the past decade has
been proven wrong. Whether it
was GST reforms, digital pay-
ments, Make in India, Startup
India, infrastructure expansion
or financial reforms, Congress

formation.

taking place around them. The
latest GDP figures are yet
another reminder that India's
future is being shaped by per-
formance and vision, not by
cynical
remarked. He said the Congress
party owes an apology to the
nation for repeatedly attempt-

politics,"  Gupta

aspirations of the people. "At a
time when the entire world is
acknowledging India’s rise as a
major economic power and
growth engine, Rahul Gandhi
chose to echo narratives that
demeaned the country and
insulted the hard work of mil-
lions of Indians. By endorsing
the description of India as a
‘dead economy,’ he did not
attack the government alone; he

and the success of transforma-
tive reforms under

Prime Minister Modi's leader-
ship. Gupta said the robust
expansion in manufacturing,
services, investment and con-
sumption demonstrates that
India’s economic fundamentals
remain strong despite global
uncertainties, geopolitical ten-
sions and external challenges.
Gupta stated that while

., —
Congress leaders were busy
spreading  pessimism  and
attempting to create doubts
about India's future, the Modi
Government was focused on
delivering results through
unprecedented infrastructure
development, digital transfor-
mation, financial inclusion,
ease of doing business reforms,

0 e®

ments have increased signifi-
cantly, consumer demand has
strengthened and key sectors of
the economy have posted
impressive performances.
These achievements are not the
result of chance but the out-
come of decisive leadership,

opposed every major initiative
that has today become a pillar
of India's growth story. "It is
ironic that those responsible for
policy paralysis, corruption
scandals and economic stagna-
tion during their tenure now
seek to lecture the nation on

policy and the trust The
reposed by citizens in Prime people of India have repeatedly
Minister Narendra Modi's rejected such  negativity

vision for a developed India,"

because they can see the trans-

ing to tarnish India's image
before the world and for ques-
tioning the country's economic
capabilities. Gupta added that
the achievements reflected in
the latest GDP data belong to
140 crore Indians whose deter-
mination, innovation and hard
work have enabled the country
to emerge as one of the world's
fastest-growing major
economies.
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BJP OBC Morcha Organises Cleanliness and
Plantation Drives at Sunderbanl and Baramulla

Jammu, Jun 6:
Jammu/Baramulla, 6
June : To commemorate
the historic achievement of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  becoming  the
longest-serving Prime
Minister of India, BJP
OBC Morcha organised
special cleanliness and

plantation  drives  at
Sunderbani in Nowshera
and Village Braman,

Rafiabad in Baramulla as
part of its commitment
towards  environmental
conservation and the ideals
of the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan.The plantation
drive was organised at
Village Braman, Rafiabad,
Baramulla under the lead-
ership of Gulzar Ahmed,

Constituency  President
BJP OBC Morcha
Rafiabad, while the clean- ticipated
liness drive was conducted ~ saplings

at the revered Baba
Narsingh  Dev  Sthan,
Sunderbani,  Nowshera
under the leadership of

NMC urged CM to enhance Medical Allowance

Suresh  Kumar
Mandal
OBC Morcha.During both
programmes, party leaders
and workers actively par-

surrounding areas using OBC

brooms and mops, spread-
ing the message of envi-

and publin: partil:ipatiun in
maintaini ng
i The BJP OBC

Morcha,
Ahmad  Ganie,

responsibility
Muzaffar Ahmad

plant species and carried
out extensive cleanliness
activities.
cleaned the premises and

drive at Rafiabad wit-
nessed the presence of
Ahmad,  State
Secretary BJP

District
Vice President BJP OBC Vice President BJYM;
Morcha Baramulla, and

District General Secretary
Morcha
Baramulla, along with sev-
eral local workers and resi- ~ Kour, Mandal President
dents.The plantation and
cleanliness  drive  at Dutta.

Director Agriculture Jammu Reviews Seed Recovery,

Sunderbani was attended
by Pritam Sharma, District
President BJP;  Sham
Mehra, State General
Secretary BJP  OBC
Morcha; Senior Leader
Capt. Ramesh; Ashok
Negi, District President
BJP OBC Morcha; Babu
Ram Prajapati, District
General Secretary BJP
OBC Morcha; Raju Gupta,
Municipal Committee
Convenor; Sukhdev Singh
Jamwal, Mandal President
Sunderbani; Yuvraj Singh,
District Spokesperson BJP;
Abhinav Prashar, District
President BJYM; Randeep
Singh,  District  Vice
Tariq  President BIYM;
Ragunandan Antal, District

Nisab Singh Chib, Cell
Nazar, ~Convenor; Capt. Sarban
Singh Chib; Usha Rani,
District Vice President
Mahila Morcha; Gurmeet

Mahila Morcha; and Vipen

Jammu, Jun 6:

As part of the ongoing 100-
Day Nasha Mukti Abhiyan,
a grand  Anti-Drug
Awareness Rally was orga-
nized today by GHSS
Channi Himmat to spread
the message of a drug-free
society among the youth.
The rally was ceremoni-
ously flagged off by MLA
Bahu Vikram Randhawa
with enthusiastic chants of
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai'.

The rally commenced from
GHSS Channi Himmat and
proceeded up to Tawi
Chowk before returning to
the  school  campus.
Addressing the gathering
at Tawi Chowk, MLA
Randhawa motivated the
youth to stay away from
drugs and focus on sports,
yoga, skill development,
and employment opportu-
nities.

A major highlight of the
programme was a cultural
presentation by Class X
students Chandan and
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MLA Vikram Randhawa Flags Off Anti-Drug Rally Under
100-Day Nasha Mukti Abhlyan at GHSS Channi Himmat

Ranjeet, who presented a
traditional Geetru folk per-
formance carrying a pow-
erful anti-drug message.

Appreciating the efforts
and talent of the students,
MLA Randhawa presented
them with tokens of appre-
ciation. Upon returning to
the school, MLA
Randhawa, in collabora-
tion with local police offi-
cials, community mem-
bers, and the school staff,
distributed  refreshments
among the participants.

During the prugramme‘
MLA Randhawa appreciat-
ed the efforts of the school
administration and staff.
He specifically commend-
ed the leadership of
Principal ~ Mrs.  Neetu
Gandotra, under whose
guidance the entire staff
worked tirelessly. Special
appreciation was extended
to the Eco House, its
House In-Charge Mrs.
Neetu Jamwal Randhawa,
and her entire team for
organizing the rally.

Jammu June 6: President of the National
Mazdoor Conference (NMC) Subash
Shastri on Saturday has strongerly urged
the chief Minister to enhance the monthly
medical allowance to Rs.300/-to Rs 1000/-
and decision in this regards should be
taken in the upcoming Cabinet meeting so
that pensioners would get sigh of relief
from rising prices of essential commodi-
ties and inflation. Addressing a NMC
workers meet here, Shastri said that this
genuine demand is based on the steep rise
in the cost of medicine's and medical
expenses over the last two decades.Shastri
has further cited that UT of ladakh has
already provided Rs 1000/- per month
medical allowance to its pensioners,w.e.f
April Ist 2020. Shastri pointed out that all
the union territories expect J K U T have
thousand
allowance to their pensioners,but in J K U
T administration are providing only three
hundred per month, hoping that this gen-
uine demands of the pensioners will be
Additionally,

providing  one

sort out at the earliest.

Sharma,

Shastri is also demanding the release of 18  others,

Young Professionals Roundtable on "Bharat's Soft Power: Cultural
Diplomacy and Global Influence for Viksit Bharat" Organlzed atJammu

months of pending DA arrears from
January 2020 to June 2021. Shastri also
appealed the Prime Minister and union
Finance Minister to release the outstand-
ing 3 DA installments arrears blocked
while releasing the same to its employees
and pensioners since long.Shastri further
hoped that the Central Government will
consider the burning demand of both
Central/States/UTs employees and pen-
sioners in releasing the 3 DA installments
blocked arrears beside 3 percent DA due
from first January 2026. The Govt. must
regularise the services of all daily rated
workers without any further delay and ful-
filled it's commitment made by the Ruiling
alliance from time to time to these daily
wagers, Shastri added. Among others who
were also present on the occasion included
medical Rajan  Babu

Khajuria,B.S Jamwal,

Surrinder Kumar,Ram Singh, Ramesh
Girdhari  Lal
Bhagat, Sawarn Bhagat, Shail Singh,
Darshan Baba,subash Sharma, Baldev
Raj,Ghara Ram,Vinod Kumar,Jog Raj and

Bhagat,Dalip

Farm Production and Strengthenlng Measures

Jammu, June 6, 2026: Director
Agriculture Production & Farmers
Welfare, Jammu, Shri Anil Gupta,
today convened a meeting of Area
Development Officers (ADOs) and
District ~ Agriculture  Officers
(DAOs) at the Directorate of
Agriculture, Talab Tillo, Jammu, to
review departmental activities,
seed distribution, revenue realiza-
tion, and the implementation of
ongoing agricultural programmes
across Jammu Division.

During the meeting, the Director
reviewed the action taken on deci-
sions of the previous meeting and
discussed pending seed recovery
cases, submission of Treasury
Challans and Revenue Realization
Statements for the month of May
2026, verification of deposits
made into official accounts, and
reconciliation statements pertain-
ing to Rabi 2025-26 and Kharif

2025. Detailed district-wise
progress regarding seed distribu-
tion under various departmental
schemes was also reviewed.

Expressing concern over pending
seed recoveries in certain districts,
Shri Anil Gupta directed all
District Agriculture Officers and
Area Development Officers to
ensure that the entire pending seed
recovery is completed within one
week. He instructed that Challans

uf the recovered amount must be
and to the

accountability. He instructed all
district officers to issue clear direc-
tions to Input Assistants to person-
ally visit seasonal stores on a regu-
lar basis, physically verify seed
stocks, monitor stock positions,
and ensure timely recovery of seed
costs. He categorically directed
that all recoveries should be made
only through proper Government
Receipts and that no deviations
from prescribed procedures would
be tolerated. Shri Anil Gupta also

office of the Joint Director
Agriculture (Inputs), Jammu, with-
out any delay. The Director further
directed officers to initiate strict
action against defaulters who fail
to deposit recoverable dues despite
repeated notices and follow-up.

The Director emphasized the criti-
cal role of field-level functionaries
in ensuring timely recovery and

acomprehensive review
of the production performance of
departmental farms across the divi-
sion. Stressing the importance of
strengthening departmental farms,
he said that robust farm infrastruc-
ture, scientific crop management,
and efficient utilization of
resources are essential for enhanc-
ing seed production and achieving
better results.

Hope for a greener tomorrow: Rich Harvest School Marks
World Enwronment Day with Traffic Police Bari Brahmana"

Traffic Police Department,

Jammu, 05 June : Under the banner
of Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue (VBYLD) 2026, a Young
Professionals Roundtable on the
theme “Bharat's Soft Power:
Cultural Diplomacy and Global
Influence for Viksit Bharat" was
successfully organized at
Government College for Women,
Parade Ground, Jammu by MY
Bharat Jammu in collaboration
with Shakti Udghosh Foundation,
Jammu.

The programme brought together
eminent personalities, young
achievers, students, and profes-
sionals for a meaningful discussion
on India’s cultural strengths, global
outreach, and the role of youth in
realizing the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047. The distinguished
panel comprised Padma Shri
Balwant  Thakur,  renowned
Theatre  Director,  Cultural
Ambassador and Padma Shri

Modi Govt badly failed to curve rising prices

Awardee; Shri Nagendra Singh
Jamwal, JKAS Officer; and Ms.
Swati Basotra, Entrepreneur. The
session was moderated by Ms.

Shakti Udghosh Foundation. The
panelists shared valuable insights
on the importance of cultural
diplomacy, preservation of her-

itage, entrepreneurship, leadership,
and youth participation in nation-
building. They encouraged young
people to become ambassadors of
India's rich cultural values and
contribute positively towards the
country's development. A special
presentation was delivered by Ms.
Suvidha Sambhyal from

Government Degree College
(GDC), Samba, who had the dis-
tinction of presenting before the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
during the National Round of
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue (VBYLD) 2026. Her
inspiring journey and experiences
motivated the participants and
highlighted the transformative
impact of youth-led initiatives. The
event was also graced by the pres-
ence of Mr. Chander Shekhar, a
young achiever from Jammu &
Kashmir and a winner on Kaun
Banega Crorepati (KBC), whose
participation added further inspira-
tion to the gathering. Students and
youth from various educational
institutions actively participated in
the roundtable discussion and
interacted with the panelists on
issues related to leadership, inno-
vation, culture, and youth empow-
erment.

Jammu, Jun 6:

RHS celebrated World
Environment Day with
great enthusiasm and a
strong commitment
towards  environmental
conservation by organizing

a tree plantation drive in
collaboration with the
Traffic Police Bari
Brahmana.

The event was graced by
Inspector Rakesh and his
dedicated team from the

who joined students, teach-
ers and school authorities
in planting saplings within
the school campus. The
initiative aimed to spread
awareness  about  the
importance of preserving
nature and creating a
greener and healthier envi-
ronment for future genera-
tions. Addressing the gath-
ering, Inspector Rakesh
emphasized the collective
responsibility of citizens
towards  environmental
protection and encouraged
students to become ambas-
sadors of sustainability by
adopting eco-friendly prac-
tices in their daily lives.
The students actively par-
ticipated in the plantation
drive and pledged to nur-
ture the saplings planted
during the event.

Ancient Vedic path alone leads to true

and unemployment: Rattan Lal Gupta

Jammu June 6: The Jammu
and Kashmir National
Conference  Provincial
President Jammu Rattan
Lal Gupta Criticize the
BJP-led Government at the
Centre has badly failed to
control rising prices and
growing unemployment,
causing immense hardship
to the common people
across the country. Despite
repeated promises of eco-
nomic prosperity and job
creation, the reality on the
ground is entirely different.
Issued a statement at Sher-
e-  Kashmir  Bhavan,
Jammu today. Rattan Lal
Gupta said that the prices
of essential commodities,
including food items,
cooking gas, edible oils,

vegetables,  medicines,
electricity, and  other
necessitie

have increased substantial-
ly over the years. The con-
tinuous rise in inflation has

eroded the purchasing
power of ordinary families,
forcing them to struggle to
meet their daily needs.

At the same time, unem-
ployment has emerged as
one of the gravest chal-
lenges facing the nation.
Millions of educated youth
are wandering from pillar
to post. in search of jobs.
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in Government

departments remain
unfilled, while opportuni-
ties in the private sector
have not grown at the pace
required to absorb the
increasing workforce. The
dreams and aspirations of
the younger generation are
being shattered due to the
lack of employment oppor-
tunities,

Mr Gupta. Mr Gupta said
that the situation is particu-
larly alarming in Jammu
and Kashmir, where unem-
ployment among educated
youth remains a serious
concern. The lack of ade-
quate industrial invest-
ment, slow recruitment
processes in Army, Police
and Para military services
and shrinking economic
opportunities have further
aggravated the problem.

worship of God, says Swami Ram Swarup Ji
56th day of 78-day four Vedas Yajna at Ved
Mandir, Yol highlights importance of Vedic knowl-
edge and Yajna-based worship

Yol (Himachal Pradesh), June 6:
On the 56th day of the ongoing 78-
day Yajna Anushthan based on all
four Vedas at Ved Mandir, Yol,
renowned Vedic scholar and Yoga
Acharya Swami Ram Swarup Ji
addressed devotees and seekers,
emphasizing that humanity has, in
the present age, adopted numerous
paths of worship that are contrary
to the teachings of the Vedas.

While delivering his discourse,
Swami Ji stated that this fact has
also been clearly mentioned in the
Uttarkand of Goswami Tulsidas
Ji's Ramcharitmanas (Doha 100-
B), wherein it is said that people
have abandoned the Vedic path of
devotion, which was founded upon
true knowledge and renunciation,
and have instead, under the influ-
ence of illusion, invented countless
new sects and methods of worship.
Swami Ji explained that the eternal
Vedas, which emanate directly

from God, prescribe the worship of
only one formless, omnipresent,
and omniscient Creator through
the performance of Yajna
Referring further to Tulsidas Ji’s
writings, he noted that those who
criticize or reject the authority of

0 @®:

the Vedas ultlmately tread a path
that leads to suffering. He
expressed concern that although
people listen to such teachings and
verses, many fail to follow them in
practice. Quoting Maharishi Was
from the Mahabharata, Swami Ji

cited the statement, “Nastiko Veda
Nindakaha,” meaning that one
who condemns the Vedas is con-
sidered an atheist. He further
referred to Atharvaveda Mantra
7/5/1, which states that leamed
scholars worship God through the
performance of Yajna. According
to Swami Ji, an in-depth study of
all four Vedas, especially the
Samaveda, clearly reveals that
enlightened souls worship the
Supreme Creator through Yajna
and ultimately attain liberation
(Moksha). Swami Ram Swarup Ji
also highlighted the significance of
the ancient Guru-Shishya (teacher-
disciple) tradition established by
God through the first four Rishis
and later carried forward by
Brahma. He observed that modern
society has largely abandoned this
timeless Vedic tradition and
embraced practices contrary to
Vedic teachings.
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Article 370 dead, Statehood agitation by
NC last attempt to stay relevant: Bali Bhagat

Jammu, June 6: Senior BJP
leader and former Minister
Bali Bhagat today
launched a scathing attack
on the National Conference
(NC) over its decision to
intensify protests on the
issue of statehood, terming
the move a desperate polit-
ical exercise aimed at
diverting public attention
from the party's failures in
governance, growing pub-
lic anger and widening
cracks within its own
ranks. Bhagat said the
recent meeting of NC leg-
islators and their decision
to agitate for statehood has
little to do with the welfare
of the people and every-
thing to do with salvaging
the credibility of a party
that is rapidly losing public
trust.  “The  National
Conference came to power
by making grand promises,
but after assuming office it
has failed to deliver on the
expectations of the people.

Instead of focusing on gov-
ernance,  development,
employment and public
welfare, Omar Abdullah
and his party are now try-
ing to hide their failures
behind emotional slogans
and political theatrics. This
statehood agitation is noth-
ing but an eyewash
designed to mislead the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir," Bhagat said. He
alleged that the sudden
activism on statehood is
also an attempt by the NC
leadership to contain grow-
ing dissatisfaction within
the party and prevent fur-
ther internal divisions.
“Omar Abdullah knows
that many within his party
are frustrated and finding it
difficult to defend the gov-
ernment's  performance
before the people. The
statehood slogan is being
used as a tool to keep the
flock together and divert
attention from the growing

|
discontent ~ within  the
organisation. This is more
about political survival
than public interest," he
remarked. Taking strong
exception to repeated refer-
ences to Article 370 by NC
leaders, Bhagat said the
party continues to sell false
hopes despite knowing
fully well that the constitu-
tional changes of August
2019 are irreversible
“Article 370 is a closed
chapter and cannot be
revived through protests,
slogans or political pres-
sure. The people of Jammu

Indian Army organised Yoga Seminar
ahead of International Yoga Day

Rajouri, June 6:

As part of the run-up to the
12th International Yoga
Day, the Indian Army
organised a Yoga Seminar
and practice session at
Gunda, Rajouri, to pro-
mote health, wellness and
holistic living among the
local population. The event
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from local resi-
dents, youth and children.
The session was conducted
by yoga experts, who high-
lighted the significance of
yoga in maintaining physi-
cal fitness, mental well-
being and emotional bal-
ance. Participants were
introduced to various yoga
asanas, pranayama breath-
ing techniques and simple

meditation practices that
can be easily incorporated
into daily life for overall
health and  wellness
Special emphasis was laid
on motivating children and
youth to adopt yoga as a
regular lifestyle habit to
develop discipline, concen-
tration and resilience while
managing stress effective-

ly. The interactive seminar
enabled participants to
gain a deeper understand-
ing of the long-term physi-
cal and mental health bene-
fits associated with regular
yoga practice. The event
was well received by the
local community and rein-
forced the importance of
yoga as a means.

and Kashmir have moved
forward and are embracing
development, investment,
tourism, better infrastruc-
ture and equal opportuni-
ties. Unfortunately, NC
remains trapped in outdat-
ed politics because it has
no fresh vision to offer the
people,” he said. Bhagat
reiterated that the BJP has
already committed itself to
the restoration of statehood
and that the issue will be
addressed at an appropriate
time. “Statehood is not a
bargaining tool for political
parties. The BJP has made
its position clear and the
commitment will be hon-
oured at the appropriate
time. However, no party
can dictate terms to the
nation or force decisions
through political dramas
and pressure tactics," he
said. Launching a direct
attack on Omar Abdullah,
Bhagat said the Chief
Minister appears more

interested in political pos-
turing than governance.
“The people elected Omar
Abdullah to govern, not to
organise agitations. Before
talking about protests, he
should explain what hap-
pened to the promises
made during elections.
Governance cannot  be
replaced by headline man-
agement and political
optics." Bhagat said the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir are politically
aware and can clearly see
through what he termed the
NC's "politics of diversion
and deception." "The truth
is that this agitation is not
about statehood. It is about
hiding failures, managing
internal  rebellion and
escaping accountability.
No amount of political
drama can restore the cred-
ibility that NC has lost. The
people want

Rajouri, June 6:

The Indian Army organ-
ised Tree Plantation Drives
on the occasion of World
Environment Day at Little
Angel Public  School,
Samote, Rajouri and Tain
village, District Reasi. The
initiatives reflected the
Army’s continued commit-
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Indian Army organised Tree plantation
drives on World Environ

ment Day
s

ment towards
tal conservation, ecological
awareness and community
participation.

At Little Angel Public
School, Samote, Army per-
sonnel joined hands with
students and teaching staff
to plant saplings, with spe-
cial emphasis on native
species suited to the local
ecosystem. The activity
aimed to enhance biodiver-
sity, improve air quality
and promote a greener and
healthier environment
within the school campus.
At Tain village in District

transparency and results—
not manufactured.

Reasi, the drive
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from local vil-

lagers, youth and
Panchayat members. More
than 130 saplings of
diverse species, including
native shade-giving trees,
medicinal plants and fruit-
bearing trees, were planted
in accordance with local
soil conditions and ecolog-
ical requirements.

An awareness session on
environmental conserva-
tion was also conducted
during the events, wherein
participants were sensi-
tised about the importance
of tree plantation in com-
bating climate change,
conserving  biodiversity

balance
The activities encouraged
the community, especially
the younger generation, to
actively participate in pre-
serving and protecting nat-
ural resources. The events
concluded with a pledge by
participants to nurture the
planted saplings and con-
tinue contributing towards
agreener, cleaner and more
sustainable future. The stu-
dents, teaching staff, vil-
lagers and Panchayat
members expressed their
gratitude to the Indian
Army for organising these

and

Minimum Wages, Regularization, and Release of Pending Wages for Daily Wagers
Must Accompany the Implementation of the 8th Pay Commission: Sapna Hindu

Jammu, June 6:

Sapna Hindu, General Secretary of
the Women's Wing of Movement
Kalki, has urged the Government
of Jammu & Kashmir and the
Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor's
Administration to address the
long-pending concerns of Daily
Wagers, Casual Labourers, and
temporary employees alongside
the proposed implementation of
the 8th Pay Commission. She stat-
ed that while the government is
taking steps to improve the finan-
cial well-being of regular employ-
ees, equal attention must also be
given to thousands of workers who
have been serving various govern-
ment departments for years under

difficult conditions.

Welcoming the proposed imple-
8th Pay
Commission, Sapna Hindu said
that the decision would provide

mentation of the

much-needed financial relief to
government employees and help
them cope with rising living
However, she empha-
sized that a large section of the
particularly  Daily
Wagers and temporary workers,
continues to struggle without ade-
quate wages, job security, and
timely salary payments. According
to her, true employee welfare can
only be achieved when every cate-
gory of worker is treated with fair-

expenses.

workforce,

ness and dignity.

Shiv Mandir Trikuta Nagar to celebrate Somvati Amavasya
and Sankranti with religious fervour and devotion

Jammu, June 6: Shiv Mandir,
Sector-7, Trikuta Nagar, Jammu, is
gearing up to celebrate the sacred
occasion of Somvati Amavasya
(Sangrand)
Monday, June 15, 2026, with great
religious enthusiasm and spiritual
devotion. The auspicious conver-
gence of Somvati Amavasya,
which falls on a Monday, and
Sankranti on the same day is con-
sidered highly significant in Hindu
tradition and is regarded as a rare
occasion for prayer, charity, and

and Sankranti

spiritual upliftment.

To commemorate the holy day,
the temple management has orga-
nized a special religious pro-

peace, prosperity, good health, and

harmony.

on

g to the temple
committee, special prayers and
worship will be performed in hon-
our of Lord Shiva, Lord Hanuman,
and Lord Shani Dev, whose bless-
ings are believed to remove obsta-
cles, protect devotees from nega-
tive influences, and bring success
and happiness in life. Religious
scholars and temple priests will
also highlight the spiritual impor-
tance of Somvati Amavasya and
the merits of devotion, charity, and
righteous living. The organizers
stated that Somvati Amavasya
holds immense religious signifi-
cance as it combines the sanctity of

sion

their families and society. The
inci of Sankranti on the
same day further enhances the
spiritual importance of the occa-

To ensure the comfort and con-
venience of devotees, elaborate
arrangements have been made at
the temple premises, including
seating facilities, drinking water,
and the distribution of Prasad to all
participants. \olunteers of the tem-
ple committee will assist devotees
throughout the programme and
help maintain the spiritual atmos-
phere of the event.

The programme is being orga-
nized under the leadership of the

and

gramme featuring the

recitation of the Hanuman Chalisa
from 6:00 PM onwards. Devotees
from different parts of Jammu are
expected to participate in large
numbers and offer prayers for

ya with the

of Monday, a day dedicated to
Lord Shiva. Devotees traditionally
observe prayers, perform acts of
charity, visit temples, and seek
divine blessings for the welfare of

temple

Gupta,

Article 370 was mother of all ills
in Jammu & Kashmir: Balbir

Jammu, 06 June 2026:

BJP Spokesperson and for-
mer Vice Chairman Balbir
Ram Rattan has strongly
disagreed with  Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah's
assertion that Article 370
was not responsible for the
lack of development in the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir. He said that
Atrticle 370 was, in fact, the
mother of all ills that kept
the region isolated from
the full benefits of India's
constitutional framework

ha A2
l:_-h'.
</

wm ¥

in sectors such as industry,

education, healthcare,
infrastructure, investment
and genera-

be fully implemented in
the erstwhile state because
of the special constitution-
al arrangement. The people
of Jammu and Kashmir,
particularly women,
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, refugees
and other marginalized
sections, were denied
many rights and benefits
available to citizens in the
rest of the country.

Balbir said that Article 370
also encouraged a politics
of separatism, which was

including Shiv Kumar Jolly, Vijay
Vaid, Rajni Kohli, Rani Ji, Dr. R.
L. Handoo, Nana Ji Raina, Rajesh
Urmil
Sameer Ji, Pandit Pankaj, and

members,

Arora, Thakur

Pandit
appealed to the public to join the
celebrations and take part in the
collective prayers.

The
emphasized that such religious
gatherings not only strengthen
faith and devotion but also pro-
mote social harmony, brotherhood,
community
expressed confidence that the pro-
gramme would provide devotees
with an opportunity for spiritual
reflection and divine blessings on
this rare and sacred occasion.

The temple management has
extended a cordial invitation to all
devotees,
Nagar, and people from across
Jammu to participate in the cele-
brations and seek the blessings of
Lord Shani Dev, Lord Hanuman,
and Lord Shiva for a prosperous,
peaceful, and fulfilling life.

Mohinder, who have

committee  members

spirit.  They

residents of Trikuta

She pointed out that inflation has
significantly increased the cost of
living across Jammu and Kashmir.
The prices of essential di
ties, cooking gas, food items,
healthcare services,
transportation, and other daily
necessities have risen considerably
over the years. As a result, Daily
Wagers, who often receive low and

continue

irregular wages, are finding it
increasingly difficult to support
their families and maintain a rea-
sonable standard of living.

Sapna Hindu stressed that many
Daily Wagers have dedicated years
of service to various government
departments and public institu-
tions. Despite their contribution to
the functioning of government
offices and essential services, they
to face
regarding their employment and
financial future. She stated that
such workers deserve recognition
and support for their commitment
and hard work. In this regard, she

uncertainty

education,

the
mentation of the Minimum Wages
Act for all Daily Wagers working
in government departments and
institutions across Jammu and
Kashmir. She said that every work-
er has the right to receive fair com-

imple-

pensation for his or her labour and
that no employee should be paid
below the prescribed minimum
wage. Ensuring minimum wages
would not only improve the eco-
nomic condition of workers but
would also reflect the govern-
ment's commitment to social jus-
tice and labour welfare. Sapna
Hindu further called upon the gov-
ernment to formulate and imple-
ment a transparent and time-bound
policy for the regularization of
long-serving Daily Wagers and
temporary employees. She noted
that many workers have spent a
decade or more serving govem-
ment departments without receiv-
ing the benefits and security avail-
able to regular employees. Such
prolonged uncertainty, she argued,
is unfair to those who have con-
tributed significantly to public
administration.

Mayawati's visionary leadership inspires BSP
Cadre: Strengthen grassroots organization,
Defend Bahujan Votes, Restore J&K Statehood

Jammu, June 6:

In a significant and inspiring develop-
ment, Bahujan Samaj Party National
President and former Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, Ms. Kumari Mayawati,
today issued important organizational and
political directives during a high-level

commitment, recognizing that the vote is

the most powerful democratic weapon for
social transformation and empowerment. «

ifying the spread of ite
ideology, constitutional values, social jus-
tice, equality, and fraternity among all sec-
tions of society, particularly the oppressed,

meeting of senior party functionaries from  deprived, and marginalized communities.

Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.
The meeting reaffirmed the party’s unwa-
vering commitment to the mission of
Ratna Babasaheb Dr.
Ambedkar and emphasized the need to
further strengthen the Bahujan movement
through disciplined organization, ideolog-
ical commitment, and active public out-

Bharat

reach.

The key directions issued by Ms
Mayawati include: « Strengthening the
party organization at the grassroots level
and implementing earlier organizational
directives in letter and spirit to consolidate
BSP’s support base. « Safeguarding every
Bahujan vote with utmost vigilance and

B.R

R ing the political in
Himachal Pradesh following the recent
local body elections and formulating
effective strategies to establish BSP as a
strong and credible political alternative.

« Preparing a comprehensive roadmap to
secure outstanding success in upcoming
elections through unity, discipline, dedi-

cated cadre work, and mass mobilization.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Darshan
Rana, President, Bahujan Samaj Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Unit, expressed heart-
felt gratitude to Ms. Kumari Mayawati for
her visionary guidance, steadfast leader-
ship, and continued commitment to the
cause of the Bahujan community.

Bharat Priye calls for strengthening out-
reach to farming community across J&K

Holds virtual meeting with District Presidents, stresses timely redressal of farmers' grievances

Jammu, June 6: In a sig-
nificant initiative aimed
at strengthening the con-
nect between the farming
community and the orga-
nization, Bharat Priye,
Chairman of the JKPCC
Kissan Department,
today held a virtual
meeting with District
Presidents from across
Jammu and Kashmir and
urged them to intensify

and I jour-

ney.
Balbir Ram Rattan said
that for decades, Article
370 created a psychologi-
cal barrier between Jammu
and Kashmir and the rest of
the country. While the
nation progressed rapidly

o® o0

tion, Jammu and Kashmir
remained deprived of
many opportunities that
could have transformed the
lives of its people.

He said that several pro-
gressive central laws and
welfare schemes could not

rep y exp by
vested interests. Instead of
integrating the region with
the national mainstream, it
fostered a sense of uncer-
tainty that discouraged
large-scale private invest-
ment and industrial
growth

their with
farmers at the grassroots
level

During the interaction,
Bharat Priye reviewed
issues being faced by
farmers in different dis-
tricts and listened to

L

reports submitted by the
district ~ functionaries
regarding  challenges
confronting the agricul-
tural sector. He empha-
sized the need for regular
interaction with farmers
to better understand their
concerns and ensure that
their genuine grievances
are brought to the notice
of the concerned authori-
ties for prompt resolu-
tion

Addressing the part
pants, Bharat Priye said
that farmers form the
backbone of the coun-
try's economy and their
welfare must remain a
top priority. He called

upon all District
Presidents to remain
accessible to the farming
community and make
every possible effort to
identify and document
issues related to agricul-
ture, irrigation, availal
ity of seeds and fertiliz-
ers, crop losses, market
access, power supply,
and other matters affect-
ing farmers' livelihoods.
He stressed that the
Kissan Department must
act as an effective bridge
between farmers and the
administration by ensur-
ing that the voices of cul-
tivators are heard at
every level.
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THEHEATISON
To enjoy summer holidays it is important
to protect ourself from scorching heat

Important to take precautions from
scorching heat to enjoy summer holi-
days because these summer days nor-
mally records 44 to 48 degrees Cel-
sius across Jammu, Rajasthan, Delhi,
Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Telangana, and
Odisha, and the India Meteorological
Department has flagged a rise in both
frequency and intensity of heatwaves,
with 2024 and 2025 logging the
longest spells since 1901 and 2026
projected to be worse due to EI Nifio
after-effects and urban heat islands,
and summer holidays that should
mean travel, sports, family time, and
relaxation can quickly turn into dehy-
dration, heat exhaustion, heat stroke,
and hospital emergencies if precau-
tions are ignored. The body’s core
temperature is designed to stay near 37
degrees Celsius, and when ambient
heat plus humidity pushes the wet-
bulb temperature above 32, sweating
cannot cool us fast enough, and organs
begin to fail, and children, elderly,
pregnant women, outdoor workers,
and people with diabetes, hyperten-
sion, or heart disease are most vulnera-
ble, and yet most heat-related illness
is preventable with planning, aware-
ness, and small daily habits. The first
precaution is timing because UV and
heat peak from 11 AM to 4 PM, so
shift sightseeing, cricket, cycling, and
market visits to before 10 AM or after 5
PM, and use the midday hours for in-
door museums, malls, naps, or read-
ing, and the second precaution is hy-
dration because you lose 1 to 2 liters
per hour in extreme heat, so carry a 1-
liter bottle per person, drink 250 ml
every 30 minutes even if not thirsty,
and add ORS, lemon-salt-sugar, or co-
conut water to replace electrolytes,
and avoid alcohol, excess caffeine, and
very sweet sodas as they dehydrate,
and for kids, make it a game with col-
ored bottles and hourly alarms, and the
third precaution is clothing because
loose, light-colored, full-sleeve cotton
or linen reflects sunlight and allows
sweat to evaporate, and a wide-
brimmed hat, UV-protected sun-
glasses, and a cotton scarf or umbrella
cutdirect heat on the head by 5 to 7 de-
grees. So summer holidays must be re-
designed around safety, and the heat is
on, but with timing, hydration, cloth-
ing, shade, and awareness, families
can still enjoy treks, forts, beaches,
and cousins’ weddings, and the memo-
ries will be of mangoes and laughter,
not of IV drips and ambulances, and
that is why it is important to take pre-
cautions from scorching heat to enjoy
summer holidays, because the sun will
not get cooler, but we can get smarter,
and a smart summer is a safe summer,
and a safe summer is the only kind
worth having.

RAJNI SHARMA, EDITOR
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Purple revolution a model for rural communities

BY DR. JITENDRA SINGH

There are moments in a
nation’s journey when a quiet
transformation in a remote cor-
ner becomes a symbol of
national resurgence. The story
of India’s “Purple Revolution” is
one such transformation. What
began as an experimental sci-
entific intervention in the hills
of Bhaderwah in Jammu &
Kashmir has today evolved into
a powerful movement of rural
empowerment, start-up cul-
ture, women-led entrepreneur-
ship, and scientific innovation.

As we prepare to celebrate
the Lavender Festival 2026 on
June 6 and 7 in Bhaderwah, |
see this not merely as a festival
of flowers, fragrance, and
tourism, but as a celebration of
India’s changing rural economy
and the extraordinary partner-
ship between science and soci-
ety. The Lavender Festival has
steadily grown into a landmark
annual national event. Earlier
editions held in 2022, 2023,
and 2025 demonstrated how
scientific innovation can trans-
form lives at the grassroots
level.

From a modest beginning,
the festival has now become a
platform connecting farmers,
start-ups, scientists, industry
leaders, policymakers, and
youth from across the country.
Bhaderwah, once known pri-
marily for maize cultivation and
seasonal migration, is today
proudly recognized as the
Lavender Capital of India. Vast
stretches of purple fields now
symbolize aspiration, dignity,
and economic opportunity.
This transformation was made
possible under the Council of
Scientific  and Industrial
Research (CSIR) Aroma
Mission, implemented by CSIR-
Indian Institute of Integrative
Medicine.

The mission sought to intro-
duce high-value aromatic crops
in rain-fed and underutilized
regions, particularly in the
Himalayan belt. The success of
the Purple Revolution is deeply
rooted in India’'s scientific
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ecosystem. Scientists at CSIR-
1IIM developed elite lavender
varieties such as RRL-12 and
designed agro-technologies
suitable for temperate
Himalayan conditions. Farmers
were not merely given seeds;
they were provided an entire
ecosystem - free quality planti-
ng material, scientific training,
distillation technology, value
addition support, and market
linkages.

The result has been remark-
able. Thousands of farmers and
young entrepreneurs across
Jammu & Kashmir have shifted
from low-income traditional
crops to lavender cultivation.
Annual farm incomes have
multiplied several times over.
New enterprises have emerged
around essential oils, soaps,
perfumes, incense sticks, cos-
metics, candles, and wellness
products. More importantly,
this revolution has encouraged
young people to return to agri-
culture with pride and innova-
tion. | often say that the Purple
Revolution is one of India's
finest examples of “lab-to-land”
success. It represents the true

spirit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
“Startup India” and

“Aatmanirbhar Bharat.”

When the Prime Minister
mentioned Bhaderwah's laven-
der success story in his “Mann
Ki Baat” programme, the move-
ment gained national and inter-
national visibility. That recog-
nition was not merely symbolic;
it gave confidence to farmers
and rural youth that their work
mattered to the nation. One of

the most inspiring dimensions
of this movement is women’s
participation. Women across
the region have become active
contributors in nursery devel-
opment, harvesting, process-
ing, packaging, and marketing.
Lavender cultivation has
opened doors for self-help
groups and women-led enter-
prises, particularly in remote
areas where economic opportu-
nities were limited. The fra-
grance of lavender has thus b e
come the fragrance of empow-
erment. The national recogni-
tion received by the Purple
Revolution has also reinforced
the role of science in nation-
building. The inclusion of the
Lavender Revolution in the
Republic Day tableau of
Council of Scientific (CSIR) and
Industrial Research was a
proud moment for all of us. The
tableau beautifully showcased
how scientific research could
uplift rural livelihoods and
transform local economies. It
carried before the nation the
inspiring story of Bhaderwah's
farmers, startups, and innova-
tors. Equally encouraging has
been the acknowledgment
through prestigious national
platforms such as the
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar,
which reflects India’'s growing
commitment to celebrating sci-
entific  contributions  that
directly impact society. The
Purple Revolution demon-
strates that science is not con-
fined to laboratories; it belongs
equally to farmers' fields, vil-
lage enterprises, and rural
aspirations. The upcoming

Lavender Festival 2026 will
carry this mission forward on
an even larger scale. The festi-
val will host buyer-seller meets,
startup exhibitions, technical
sessions, field visits, distillation
demonstrations, and interac-
tions between farmers and
industry leaders. It will also
showcase how aromatic agri-
culture can become a major pil-
lar of India’s bio-economy and
wellness economy. What makes
this journey particularly mean-
ingful is that it has emerged
from a region that once strug-
gled with limited economic
opportunities and uncertainty.
Today, Bhaderwah stands as a
model for inclusive growth, sci-
entific outreach, and sustain-
able development. The Purple
Revolution has not only gener-
ated income; it has generated
hope. As Vice President of
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research, | believe
the Bhaderwah model offers
valuable lessons for the entire
country. It proves that when
science, governance, entrepre-
neurship, and community par-
ticipation work together, even
the most remote regions can
become engines of growth and
innovation.

The Aroma Mission is now
expanding its footprint beyond
Jammu & Kashmir into other
Himalayan states and temper-
ate regions. But Bhaderwah
will always remain the birth-
place of this revolution - the
valley where India's lavender
story first bloomed. As the pur-
ple fields blossom once again
this June, they remind us of
something larger than agricul-
ture. They remind us that
India’s future lies not only in
metropolitan cities and indus-
trial corridors, but also in
empowering villages, harness-
ing local strengths, and creat-
ing opportunities rooted in sci-
ence and sustainability. The
fragrance rising from
Bhaderwah's lavender fields
today is, in many ways, the fra-
grance of a new India - confi-
dent, innovative.
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BY SUNIL SHARAN

Global warming policies
were expected to drive a rapid
shift toward a renewables-
based energy system dominat-
ed by wind and solar. While
growth in these sources did
occur, it has not matched the
pace that was widely anticipat-
ed. In the United States, the
rise of cheap and abundant
shale natural gas significantly
reshaped the energy mix, dis-
placing coal and limiting the
relative share of wind and solar
in electricity generation. In
China and India, the situation
has been different.

Coal remains dominant
because it is widely available
domestically, while natural gas
is more limited or expensive to
secure at scale. As a result,
coal has retained its central
role in both countries’ power
systems. Solar and wind
always provide intermittent,
variable power. It was widely
assumed that a cost-effective,
utility-scale electricity storage
solution would emerge to solve
this problem, but that has not
yet happened at the scale origi-
nally expected. In the pre-Al
era, solar and wind were typi-
cally integrated into power sys-
tems alongside more reliable
sources such as coal, natural
gas, and nuclear energy.

For example, if the sun was
shining on a Monday, electr|
ty demand could be met largely
by solar power during the day.
At night, coal, natural gas, or
nuclear plants would supply
the required electricity. If the
following Tuesday was cloudy
or gloomy, generation would
shift back toward coal, gas, or
nuclear to maintain supply. Al
introduces a new and more
demanding challenge. Al data
centers require continuous,
high-quality, always-on elec-
tricity, which solar and wind
alone struggle to guarantee
without large-scale storage or
back-up systems. In addition,
they require very large amounts
of power. As a result, the Al
industry is now actively search-
ing for new and expanded
sources of reliable electricity.
One of the major challenges in
powering Al systems is electric-
ity transmission. High-voltage
transmission lines are expen-
sive, slow to build, and often
face regulatory and land-use
constraints. As a result, some
companies are exploring more
localized power solutions,
sometimes referred to as micro-
grids. These are self-contained
energy systems that can oper-
ate independently from the
main electricity grid.
Technologies such as small
modular nuclear reactors are
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an example of such microgrids.

In such isolated systems,
the foccus is on highly reliable,
always-available power gener-
ated close to the point of use. In
this context, solar and wind are
expected to play a limited role
because their output is variable
and depends on weather condi-
tions, making them less suited
as primary sources in fully self-
contained Al-focused micro-
grids. The pace of Al infrastruc-
ture development is extremely
rapid in both the United States
and China. Al systems are
widely seen as transformative
technologies that promise sig-
nificant new wealth creation,
which is driving aggressive and
sustained investment. As a
result, development is moving
quickly, without waiting for
long-term solutions such as
large-scale energy storage to
mature alongside renewable
energy systems.

In this environment, elec-
tricity demand is rising faster
than new infrastructure can be
built. In the United States, this
reinforces the role of natural
gas as the dominant source of
reliable power. In China and
India, where coal remains more
established and readily avail-
able, it is likely to continue
playing a central role in meet-
ing growing demand. In India,
Al data centers have not yet

[l Al kill solar and wind energy?

been built at the scale seen in
the United States and China.
When India does reach that
stage, it will need to supply
large amounts of reliable elec-
tricity. India has placed strong
emphasis on solar energy in
particular and has had some
success in meeting the needs of
ordinary consumers through
renewable expansion. However,
the key question is what choic-
es will be made when large-
scale Al data centers begin to
arrive.

Will India rely more on coal
generation, which is relatively
cheap, widely available, and
highly reliable, or on solar
power, which is intermittent,
variable, and often more expen-
sive when reliability is taken
into account? My view is that
India is more likely to turn to
coal to meet this demand, given
its existing infrastructure and
the need for dependable elec-
tricity supply. Then there is an
overall question. Solar and
wind were already struggling in
the pre-Al days to displace coal
and natural gas at the system
level, despite strong expecta-
tions that they would become
dominant sources of electricity.
Now that Al is here and elec-
tricity demand is rising rapidly,
will they push solar and wind
further behind in the energy
mix?
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SHO Arnia Dysp Prob. Qaesar Mir Addresses Drug Awareness
Programme at Government H|gher Secondary School Allah in Arnia

Jammu, June 06: As part
of its sustained efforts
under the Civic Action
Programme to combat drug

abuse and promote a
healthy society, Jammu &
Kashmir Police organized
an awareness programme
on the theme “Say No to
Drugs” at Government
Higher Secondary School,

Allah.The programme was
attended by Dy. SP (Prob.)
Sh Qaiser Mir, SHO Arnia,
1/C BPP Allah SI Sh Ajit
Gorka, Principal Sh Roop

Lal, members of the
school staff, and a large
number of

students.During the pro-
gramme, the speakers
highlighted the growing

menace of drug abuse and
its adverse impact on indi-
viduals, families, and
society. Students were
sensitized about the harm-
ful effects of narcotic sub-
stances and were encour-
aged to make informed
choices, adopt healthy
lifestyles, and stay away
from  drugs.Addressing

the gathering, Dy. SP
(Prob.) Sh Qaiser Mir
emphasized the crucial
role of youth in building a
drug-free society and
urged students to act as
ambassadors of the anti-
drug campaign in their
communities. He also
encouraged them to focus
on education, sports, and
other constructive activi-
ties for their overall
development. The partici-
pants actively interacted
with the police officers
and expressed their com-
mitment towards support-
ing the cause of a drug-
free Jammu & Kashmir.
The programme con-
cluded with a pledge by
students and staff mem-
bers to spread awareness
about the dangers of drug
abuse and contribute
towards the vision of a
healthy, safe, and drug-

free society.

PCPG-cum-Drug Awareness Programme Held in Headquarters
Zone in Kullian, Miran Sahib Under Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan

Jammu, June 06:As part of the ongo-
ing Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan,
District Police Jammu organized a
Police  Community  Partnership
Group (PCPG)-cum-Drug Awareness
Programme at Kullian, Miran Sahib,
aimed at strengthening police-public
cooperation and generating aware-
ness against the menace of drug
abuse.The programme was attended
by SP Headquarters Jammu, SDPO
R.S. Pura, local residents, communi-
ty members, and prominent citizens
of the area. MLA Sh Mohinder
Bhagat and Former MLA Shri Garu
Ram Bhagat also graced the occasion
and interacted with the
paml:lpants Speaking on the occas-
sion, SP Headquarters, Jammu
addressed the issue of drug abuse
among children. She stressed the

important role of parents in befriend-
ing their children to keep them away
from drugs. Addressing the women,
she emphasised that mothers play the
most crucial role in keeping their
children and family on the right track
of fitness and health. She urged all
persons to come forward to assist the
police and point out drug peddlers
and abusers.Participants were sensi-
tized about the harmful effects of nar-
cotics on individuals, families, and
society and were encouraged to
actively support law enforcement
agencies by sharing information
regarding drug peddlers and other
anti-social elements. The PCPG inter-
action provided a valuable platform
for residents to raise local issues and
concerns. Police officers assured the
participants that all genuine concerns

would be addressed promptly and
reiterated the commitment of Jammu
Police towards ensuring public safe-
ty, maintaining law and order, and
strengthening community
policing.Speaking on the occasion,
the dignitaries appreciated the efforts
of Jammu Police in combating drug
abuse and promoting a drug-free
society. They urged the youth to stay
away from narcotics and adopt
healthy and productive lifestyles.
They also called upon community
members to work in close coordina-
tion with the police for the success of
the Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan.The
programme concluded with a pledge
by the participants to actively support
the campaign against drugs and con-
tribute towards building a safe,
healthy, and drug-free society.

DDC Bandipora reviews CSR Projects

Directs Departments to expedite expenditure, ensure Timely Execution of approved Works

BANDIPORA, JUNE 06: trict
Development Commissioner
(DDC) Bandipora, Indu Kanwal
Chib, on Saturday chaired a
review meeting to assess the
progress of works approved
under the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Action
Plan for the financial year 2025-
26

Emphasizing the timely imple-
mentation of development pro-
jects, the DDC directed all con-
cerned departments to expedite
expenditure, maintain the pace of
execution, and ensure that all
approved works are completed
within the stipulated timelines.
She stressed the need for regular
monitoring and inter-departmen-
tal coordination so that the bene-
fits of these projects reach the
public at the earliest.

During the meeting, it was
informed that 15 works amount-
ing to ?2.72 crore have been
approved under the CSR Action
Plan for the financial year 2025-
26. Of these, eight works pertain
to the Health Department, two to
the Education Department, one to
the Youth Services & Sports
Department, two to the R&B

Department, one to the PHE
Department, and one to the
Disaster Management
Department.

Taking a department-wise

review of the projects, Indu
Kanwal Chib underscored the
importance of timely utilization
of funds and directed officers to
avoid delays in execution.

Reviewing the education sec-
tor works, the Chief Education
Officer informed the meeting
that tenders for the approved pro-
jects have already been issued
and that work is expected to
commence shortly. The DDC
directed the concerned executing
agency to complete the construc-
tion of the toilet block at
Government  Boys  Middle
School, Lonpora Mantrigam, by
20 June.

She also instructed the
Education Department to com-
plete the auction process of the
old  school building  of
Government Middle School,
Mantrigam, by 15 June, ensuring
that all formalities are finalized
within the prescribed timeframe.

The meeting was further
informed that the Youth Services

& Sports Department has
achieved 100 percent expendi-
ture under the approved CSR
works. The Executive Engineer,
R&B  Division  Bandipora,
informed the Chair that work on
the View Point Project on Nallah
Madhumati is nearing comple-
tion and is expected to be com-
pleted by 20 June. He further
apprised the meeting that work
on the footbridge over Bonar
Nallah is progressing smoothly
and is expected to be completed
by the end of July 2026.
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Jammu Police Collaborates with Renowned Cartonist Shekhar Sharma
for Unique “Exhlbmon on Wheels” Anti-Drug Awareness Campaign

Jammu, June 06:In a
unique and creative initia-
tive to strengthen the ongo-
ing anti-drug awareness
movement, renowned car-
toonist Shekhar Sharma,
popularly known as Bunty
Cartoonist, organized an
innovative “Exhibition on
Wheels” in collaboration
with Jammu Police as part
of the sustained campaign
against drug abuse.The ini-
tiative was  conducted
under the leadership of
SSP Jammu Shri Joginder
Singh and with the active
support of SP City North
Shri Vivek Shekhar, SDPO
City North Shri Vikram
Bhau, and SHO City Police
Station  Shri  Shakti
Sharma, who have been
consistently working
towards spreading aware-
ness and mobilizing public
participation in the fight
against drugs.The exhibi-
tion was organized in front
of the world-famous
Raghunath Mandir,
Jammu, where Shekhar
Sharma displayed a series

of impactful and thought-
provoking cartoons created
by him to highlight the
harmful consequences of
drug abuse. Through his
creative artwork, he con-
veyed powerful messages
aimed at sensitizing soci-
ety, particularly the youth,
about the dangers of nar-
cotics and inspiring them
to lead healthy, productive,
and drug-free lives.The
awareness campaign forms
part of the larger anti-drug
movement launched by
Hon’ble Lieutenant
Governor  Shri Manoj
Sinha, which seeks to erad-
icate the menace of drug
addiction from Jammu and
Kashmir through coordi-

nated efforts involving law
enforcement agencies, civil
society organizations, edu-
cational institutions, and
the public at large.On the
occasion, MLA Jammu
East Shri Yudhvir Sethi
also attended the pro-
gramme and appreciated
the innovative approach
adopted to spread aware-
ness among the masses.
Chairman of Team Jammu,
Shri Zorawar ~ Singh
Jamwal, who pioneered the
anti-drug movement in the
region over a decade ago,
was also present and
emphasized the need for
collective community
action to defeat the menace
of drug abuse.The initia-

tive received an over-
whelming response from
the public and garnered
strong support from vari-
ous trade and market asso-
ciations. Among those who
extended their support
were the Raghunath Bazaar
Association headed by Shri
Sanjay Gupta, Hari Upper
Market Association led by
Shri Ashish, Residency
Road Association headed
by Shri Harminder Singh,
Residency Road-Kanak
Mandi Association, Shri
Ashish Mahajan of Gumat
Bazaar, and Shri Diwan Ji.
All lauded the efforts of
Jammu Police and the
organizers in taking the
anti-drug message directly
to the people through a cre-
ative and engaging medi-
um.Speaking on the occa-
sion, the  organizers
stressed that awareness-
driven initiatives play a
crucial role in educating

the public, particularly
young people, about the
dangers of  substance
abuse.
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Speaking on the
Indu Kanwal Chib said that CSR
initiatives serve as an important
supplement in strengthening pub-
lic infrastructure. She called
upon all departments to work
with dedication and ensure that
the approved projects are com-
pleted within the prescribed
timelines. Among others, the
meeting was attended by the
Chief Planning Officer, Mohd
Magbool Lone, Chief Medical
Officer, Executive Engineer
R&B, Deputy Chief Education
Officer, and other concerned offi-
cers.

Khet Bachao Abhiyan and Awareness Camp on
Medicinal & Aromatlc Plants Held at Dansal

Dansal, June 6: Sub
Division  Agriculture
Office Dansal organized
Khet Bachao Abhiyan
2026 along with an
Awareness Camp on
Medicinal and Aromatic
Plants under HADP-P5:
Promotion of Medicinal
and Aromatic
Plants.More than 140
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farmers participated in
the programmes and
were sensitized about
soil conservation prac-
tices, sustainable farm-
ing techniques, and the
importance of protect-
ing agricultural land.
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Farmers were also edu-
cated on the cultivatio
and economic benefits
of medicinal and aro-
matic plants, particular-
ly Harad, and were
encouraged to register
under the project to

benefits.The technical
sessions focused on sci-
entific methods of soil
conservation, improved
cultivation practices,
crop diversification,
and the growing market

potential of medicinal
and aromatic crops. The
participating  farmers
actively interacted with
the experts and sought
guidance on adopting
innovative and sustain-
able agricultural practi
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Shreyas lyer named India T20I
captain, Tilak Varma vice-captain; Vaibhav

New Delhi, June 6:
Shreyas lyer has been
appointed India’s new
T20l captain for the
upcoming series against
Ireland and England, as
well as the 2026 Asian
Games, the Ajit Agarkar-
led BCCI selection com-
mittee  announced  on
Saturday. Tilak Varma has
been named vice-captain.
Fifteen-year-old  batting
sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi has also
earned a landmark call-up,
securing a place in all three
senior squads after his
impressive performances
in IPL 2026.

Shreyas replaces
Suryakumar Yadav at the
helm of India’s T20I side,
with the former captain not
featuring in the newly
announced T20I squads.
The announcement marks
a significant reshaping of

India’s white-ball setup as
the selectors begin build-
ing towards the next T20
World Cup cycle while
also rewarding emerging
talent. The announcement
came after the Ajit
Agarkar-led selection com-
mittee met at the BCCI
headquarters in Mumbai to
finalise multiple
squads.Shreyas’ elevation
follows an impressive run
of form in domestic and
franchise cricket, where he

combined consistent bat-

Sooryavanshi picked in all three

ting performances with
strong leadership creden-
tials. Tilak Varma, mean-
while, has been rewarded
with the vice-captaincy
after emerging as one of
India’s most dependable
young batters in the for-
mat. The squad announce-
ment signals the beginning
of anew chapter for India’s
T201 side as the selectors
continue to build a younger
core while maintaining
experienced leadership at
the top

SPORTS

New Delhi, June 6:

Norway Chess 2026 con-
cluded with an exciting
final round, as
Praggnanandhaa
Rameshbabu secured the
title with a decisive classi-
cal win Bibisara
Assaubayeva, meanwhile,
won the women’s tourna-
ment well before her final-
round contest. Entering the
round half a point behind
Wesley So,
Praggnanandhaa  under-
stood that a win could sig-
nificantly improve his
chances of surpassing the
leader. Playing with White
against Vincent Keymer,
the Indian grandmaster
capitalized on his opportu-
nity and achieved an
important victory. This full
3-point  win  brought
Praggnanandhaa to 18
points and earned him the

top spot.

Wesley So, who led the
tournament into the final
day, drew his classical
game against Alireza
Firouzja in a balanced
encounter. So ultimately
won the Armageddon
game, earning the addition-
al points. Firouzja finished

Women’s U18 Asia Cup 2026: Sandeepa, Sweety
and Nousheen Score as India FInISh W|th Bronze

New Delhi, June 6:

The Indian U18 Women’s
Hockey Team secured the
Bronze Medal at the
Women’s U18 Asia Cup
2026 after registering a
commanding 3-0 victory
over Korea in the bronze
medal match at
Kakamigahara, Japan, on
Saturday.

Sandeepa Kumari (2’),
Captain  Sweety Kujur
(16") and Nousheen Naz
(33’) were on target as
India capped off their cam-
paign with an impressive
podium finish,

Determined to bounce back
from their narrow shootout
defeat against China in the
semi-finals, India made a
dream start and took the
lead within the opening
two minutes. Sandeepa
Kumari (2) showcased
excellent composure in

front of goal, producing a
brilliant finish to give India
the breakthrough and set
the tone for the contest.

India continued to domi-
nate possession and create
opportunities in the attack-
ing circle. Their persis-
tence paid off in the 16th
minute  when Captain
Sweety Kujur (16') found
the back of the net with a

field goal to double India’s
advantage heading into the
second quarter.

With a comfortable two-
goal cushion, India main-
tained control after the
break and further extended
their lead in the 33rd
minute. The tournament’s
top scorer, Nousheen Naz
(33"), added her name to
the scoresheet with a clin-

French Open 2026: Alexander Zverev defeats
Jakub Mensik to set up title clash with Flavio Cobolll

New Delhi, June 6:

Alexander Zverev moved
within touching distance of
a maiden Grand Slam title
after defeating Czech ris-
ing star Jakub Mensik 7-5,
6-2, 3-6, 6-3 to book his
place in the French Open
final on Friday. The second
seed delivered a composed
performance on Court
Philippe-Chatrier, over-
coming a third-set resur-
gence from the 20-year-old
to reach the Roland Garros
final for the second time
and the fourth Grand Slam
final of his career. For
Zverev, Sunday’s title
clash represents another
opportunity to end his long
wait for a major crown
after falling short in the
French Open final last
year, the US Open in 2020

and the Australian Open in

2025. The German will
now face 10th seed Flavio
Cobolli for the champi-
onship. “He started playing
amazingly in the third set.
He really stepped up to
another level. But this is a
Grand Slam, it’s best-of-
five-set matches.
Opponents are going to
play better. You have to

deal with it... I did, and |
hope to play another great
match on Sunday,” Zverev
said after the victory. With
fellow title contenders
Jannik Sinner and Novak
Djokovic bowing out early,
the draw opened up signif-
icantly, but Zverev still had
to maintain his high stan-
dards to capitalise on the
opportunity.

ical field goal, taking her
tally to 12 goals in the
competition and strength-
ening her position at the
top of the scoring charts.

India remained disci-
plined at the back
throughout the contest,
denying Korea any clear
scoring opportunities
while continuing to threat-
en on the counterattack

The defensive unit held
firm to preserve the clean
sheet as India comfortably
saw out the remainder of
the match to secure the
bronze medal. For her
influential performance
and opening goal,
Sandeepa Kumari was
adjudged the Player of the
Match. The bronze medal
marks a strong finish to
India’s campaign at the
Women’s U18 Asia Cup
2026, with the team show-
casing its attacking quali-
ty, scoring 36 goals,
defensive resilience and
immense promise
throughout the tourna-
ment. The Women’s U18
Asia Cup 2026 final
between China and hosts
Japan will be played later
on Saturday at 1:30 PM
IST in Kakamigahara,
Japan.

third
strongly throughout the
Oslo tournament.

The final game between

after  performing

World No. 1 Magnus
Carlsen  and ~ World
Champion Gukesh
Dommaraju  concluded

with a victory for Carlsen.
The Norwegian grandmas-
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Norway Chess 2026: Praggnanandhaa,
Assaubayeva Claim Top Honours

ter persisted through a
lengthy struggle and fin-
ished the tournament on a
high note.
Praggnanandhaa
Rameshbabu clinched vic-
tory at Norway Chess 2026
after Round 10, accumulat-
ing 18 points. Wesley So
secured second place with
17 points, and Alireza
Firouzja finished third with
15.5 points.

Bibisara Assaubayeva had
already  clinched the
Norway Chess Women
2026 title with one round
remaining, and the last day
confirmed her leading
position after an exception-
al tournament in Oslo.

The final round featured
three crucial classical
games, eliminating the
need for Armageddon
tiebreakers in  Norway
Chess Women. Reigning

Women’s World Champion
Ju Wenjun beat
Assaubayeva with White,
marking the end of her
unbeaten streak in classical
games during this event.
Zhu Jiner concluded her
tournament with a signifi-
cant classical win against
Humpy Koneru. This vic-
tory earned her second
place, just half a point
behind Assaubayeva. Anna
Muzychuk also finished
well,  beating  Divya
Deshmukh in classical
chess to secure third place.
Following the conclusion
of Round 10, Bibisara
Assaubayeva emerges as
the winner of Norway
Chess Women 2026 with
16.5 points. Zhu Jiner
secures second place with
16 points, and Anna
Muzychuk finishes third
with 15 points.

Suryakumar Yadav meets Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis amid uncertainty over India T20I captaincy

New Delhi, June 6:

Amid growing specula-
tion over his future as
India’s  T20l captain,
Suryakumar Yadav paid a
courtesy visit to
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis at his official res-
idence, Varsha, in Mumbai
on Friday. While the meet-
ing was ceremonial, its
timing sparked interest as
discussions around India’s
leadership for the next T20
cycle continue to gather
momentum.  With  the
team’s next T20I assign-
ment scheduled later this
month, questions remain
over whether Suryakumar
will continue at the helm.
The Maharashtra Chief
Minister’s Office shared
photographs of the meeting
on X, saying: “Today,
Indian cricketer
Suryakumar Yadav paid a
courtesy visit to Chief
Minister Devendra

Fadnavis at his official res-
idence Varsha in Mumbai.”

For Suryakumar, the
visit comes at a pivotal
moment.

The 35-year-old
remains India’s T20I cap-
tain after leading the side
to back-to-back T20 World
Cup triumphs, but his
recent dip in batting form
has fuelled debate over
whether the selectors
should persist with him or
begin grooming a new
leader for the next
cycle. The question whether
he will be the captain for the
next cycle or not is still
unanswered and is expected

to be discussed in an Apex
Council meeting to be held
by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) in
online mode on Saturday.
As per sources close to the
matter, it is not certain
whether the discussion
regarding the next T20I cap-
tain will be on the formal
agenda.

However, since India is
preparing for the 2028 T20
World Cup and T20 cricket
is making a comeback at
the Los Angeles Olympics,
the leadership plan would
be expected to be high on
the agenda in the coming
months,

‘Mom knows something’: R Praggnanandhaa reveals
mother’s prophetic words after Norway Chess victory

New Delhi, June 6:

After winning

Norway  Chess

month, you’ll play well.”

on Friday. The

tigious tournament

India’s maiden
title,
Praggnanandhaa revealed that a
prediction made by his mother
before the second half of the tour-
nament turned out to be surprising-
ly accurate, as he pulled off one of
the greatest comebacks in the
event’s history. Praggnanandhaa
recalled:“She told me, ‘It's a new
| said,
“Okay, it’s one of those things that
mom says.” Then | win four games
straight. | think mom knows some-
thing,” he said after lifting the title
20-year-old
Grandmaster clinched the crown
by defeating Germany’s Vincent
Keymer in the final round, becom-
ing the first Indian to win the pres-
The turn-
around was remarkable, consider-

R

rounds

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi called up to
India squad for Ireland, England tours

New Delhi, June 6:

Teenager Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
has been picked up for the T201
matches that will be played in
India’s upcoming tours of Ireland
plays,
Sooryavanshi will break Sachin
for
youngest ever debutant for India.
BCCl secretary Devajit Saikia, in a
press conference in which he also
announced Shreyas lyer as India’s
said that
Sooryavanshi has been included in
the Indian squads for the upcoming
tours of the two countries, as had
Indian
Express earlier. It comes after he
won the Orange Cap in the 2026
IPL, making headlines with his
power-hitting

and England. If he

Tendulkar’s  record

new T20l captain,

been

reported by the

sensational
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Sooryavanshi

followed up a
remarkable debut in the 2025 IPL
by winning the Orange cap in the

recently concluded 2026 edition of
the tournament. He scored 776
runs in 16 innings at a scarcely

and

believable strike rate of 237.30 and
average of 48.50 with one century

five half-centuries.

Sooryavanshi missed out on cen-
turies by a whisker in both of
Rajasthan Royals’ playoff match-
es. Over the course of the innings
against SRH in the Eliminator,
Sooryavanshi broke Chris Gayle’s
record for most sixes in a single
season of the IPL. Sooryavanshi
has turned heads in 50-over cricket
as well. He was the heartbeat of
India’s succesfull campaign in the
U19 World Cup earlier this year,
smashing multiple records in the
final with an 80-ball 175. “Whatan
amazing batting display by
Vaibhav Suryavanshi this @IPL
2026 season. This prodigy certain-
ly deserves to debut for Team.

L

ing Praggnanandhaa had struggled
for consistency during the first half
of the six-player event. Although
he had defeated World No. 1
Magnus Carlsen in Round 3, he
found himself at the bottom of the
standings with six points after six
However,

everything

changed after a call from his moth-
er, Nagalakshmi, before his sev-
enth-round clash against Alireza
Firouzja. That match sparked an

extraordinary
Praggnanandhaa went on to regis-
ter four consecutive classical vic-
tories, including a second win over

run as

Carlsen, before sealing the title
against Keymer. Reflecting on the
resurgence, Praggnanandhaa said:
“It all came my way and | also
think | started to play more in con-
trol, which is always very good.”
“I decided that | would play a little
faster than | was doing. In every
game, | had a time advantage and
was able to make decent quality
moves.”
against Keymer, he admitted he
did not allow himself to relax until
the result was certain
moves before the end I knew | was
going to win. But | also wanted to
make sure. | just could not think of
anything once | played Knight e6;
| was just moving with my hand.
Because when you get a winning
position it is nearly impossible to
make a mistake, but | was still very
concerned

Even in the final game

“A few

The cobbler’s son who bowled to India

New Delhi, June 6:

On the eve of India’s Test against
Afghanistan, as Shubman Gill and his
teammates wrapped up their last practice
session at the Maharaja Yadavindra Singh
PCA Stadium in Mullanpur,
Kumar gathered his kit bag. He had spent
the week bowling to Sai Sudharsan, Dhruv
Jurel and Yashasvi Jaiswal in the nets.
Now he was preparing to board a bus back
to Jalalabad, near the India-Pakistan bor-
der, where his father Mangu Ram works as
acobbler and his mother Narmo Devi sells
bangles and make-up products in the sur-
“Meri layi sabto vadi
gal hai ki main Indian team nu nets ch ball
pat,” he says. It’s the biggest thing of my
life that | bowled to the Indian team in the
nets. He is 27 years old and he means it
without embarrassment. Kumar grew up
in Jalalabad playing tennis ball cricket,
which in Punjab means tournaments
almost every day, a day rate, a bus journey.
“Lage Phage siga, (It was hit and try)"he

rounding villages.

says .Some months he played 20-22 days.

Ramesh

the ball

moniker

Some months nothing. On the good days
he earned five to six thousand rupees.
What he had, in the absence of formal
coaching or leather ball training, was the
action. He had studied Sunil Narine on
television until he understood the grip, the
bent middle finger, the carrom ball rota-
tion. He was tall, which gave him pace on
In the tennis ball circuit of
Punjab, where mystery spinners who can
also hit sixes are valued above most
things, Kumar became a name. The
arrived
Jalalabadiya. In 2021 he played for Moga
district, was called to the Punjab senior
camp, and his training videos reached
KKR assistant coach Abhishek Nair
through Indian cricketer Gurkeerat Mann.
At the 2022 IPL Mega Auction, KKR
picked him up for Rs 20 lakh. A cobbler’s
son from Jalalabad had a franchise. He had
no idea what came next. The first thing he
did when he walked into the KKR.

naturally:  Narine
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NEET paper leak case: Judicial custody of key
accused Shubham Khairnar extended till June 15

New Delhi, June 6:

The investigation into the
NEET-UG 2026 paper leak
case gathered further
momentum on Saturday,
with Rouse Avenue Court
extending the judicial cus-
tody of accused Shubham
Khairnar until June 15.
Khairnar was produced
before the court after the
completion of his earlier
period of judicial custody.
The extension comes as
investigators continue to
examine the alleged flow
of leaked examination
material and the role of
various accused in the
case. According to the CBI,
Khaimar is among the indi-
viduals linked to the circu-
lation of the leaked NEET-
UG 2026 question paper.
The development comes as
the investigating agency
continues to examine the
alleged network behind the
leak that led to the cancel-

lation of one of the coun-
try’s largest entrance
examinations,  affecting
more than 22 lakh candi-
dates.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
maintained that the case
involves a larger conspira-
cy spanning multiple indi-
viduals, with investigators
working to trace how the
examination paper was

allegedly obtained, circu-
lated and monetised before
the test. During the hear-
ing, the CBI informed the
court that another accused
Manisha Waghmare
allegedly worked in coor-
dination with retired chem-
istry teacher Prahalad
Kulkarni and Pune-based
Dhananjay Lokhande.
Financial records and state-
ments gathered during the

India Creating Future-Ready

Digital Economy: Jitin Prasada

New Delhi, June 6:

India is creating a future-
ready digital economy dri-
ven by innovation, entre-
preneurship and technolog-
ical self-reliance, accord-
ing to the government.
Minister of State for
Electronics and
Information Technology,
Jitin Prasada, said that
flagship initiatives such as
the India i

Mission and the IndiaAl
Mission are opening new
avenues for research, man-
ufacturing and innovation-
led growth “The
Government remains com-
mitted to fostering an
enabling ecosystem
through progressive poli-
cies, ease of doing business
and enhanced access to
technology,” he said. The
Software Technology

Parks of India (STPI)
under IT Ministry organ-
ised ‘STPI Tech Summit
2026: India’s Next Leap”
here,  which  brought
together senior govern-
ment officials, venture cap-
italists and ecosystem
enablers. “As India contin-
ues its journey towards
becoming a global technol-
ogy and innovation leader,
institutions such as STPI

will play a critical role in
fostering entrepreneurship,
nurturing innovation,
strengthening  emerging
technology ecosystems and
enabling the development
of world-class solutions for
global  markets,”  said
Prasada. S. Krishnan,
Secretary, MeitY, said as
we celebrate 35 years of
STPI, “we must identify
the opportunities.

NATIONAL

probe point towards trans-
actions allegedly linked to
access to the examination
material. According to the
agency, Dhananjay
Lokhande obtained the
leaked paper  from
Waghmare before it was
allegedly passed on to
Shubham  Khairnar. The
CBI has argued that custo-
dial examination of the
accused is necessary to

identify additional benefi-
ciaries and uncover the full
extent of the alleged con-
spiracy. Exam cancellation
triggered national contro-
versy EET-UG 2026 was
cancelled on May 12 after
allegations emerged
regarding a coordinated
paper leak. The examina-
tion was conducted on May
3 across 551 centres in
India and 14 centres over-
seas, with participation
crossing 22 lakh candi-
dates. The cancellation
triggered widespread con-
cern among students and
parents, leading to a large-
scale investigation and
multiple arrests. With the
re-examination scheduled
for June 21, the Union
Education Ministry has
directed authorities to
implement enhanced secu-
rity measures to prevent
any repeat of the contro-
versy.

1,364 in Tamil Na

Chennai, June 6:

Tamil Nadu’s conservation
initiatives for the endan-
gered Nilgiri Tahr have
recorded encouraging
gains, with the latest syn-
chronised survey estimat-
ing the population of the
state animal at 1,364 in
2026

The figure marks a 4.68
per cent increase from last
year’s count of 1,303 and
an overall rise of more than
32 per cent compared to
2024, indicating the suc-
cess of sustained habitat
protection and monitoring
measures.

The findings of the third
synchronised Nilgiri Tahr
survey were released by
Forests  Minister R.V.
Ranjithkumar and
Environment Minister Dr
V.K. Rajeev.

Conducted between April
24 and 27, the survey cov-
ered 177 survey blocks
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Nilgiri Tahr population rises to

across 126 forest beats in
43 forest ranges spanning
all 14 Nilgiri Tahr-bearing
forest divisions in the state.
The exercise was carried
out in coordination with
the Kerala Forest
Department and involved
frontline forest personnel,
wildlife scientists and
independent observers.

Officials said the large-
scale survey provided a
comprehensive assessment
of the species across its
known habitats in the
Western Ghats. According
to the report, the Anamalai

Hills remain the strongest
refuge for the Nilgiri Tahr,
accounting for 44.87 per
cent of the state’s total pop-
ulation. The Nilgiris land-
scape supported another
29.25 per cent, highlight-
ing the critical role of high-
altitude grassland ecosys-
tems in the species’ sur-
vival

The survey recorded
Nilgiri Tahr across an ele-
vation range of 270 metres
to 2,630 metres above
mean sea level. The male-
to-female ratio was esti-
mated at 55:100.

Army, CAPFs mark World Environment Day
Northeast Region

with green initiatives across

Assam June 6:

On the occasion of World
Environment Day, the
Indian Army and various
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) organised
a series of environment-
centric activities across the
Northeastern region, reaf-
firming the Forces’ com-
mitment to environmental
conservation and sustain-
able development.

A Defence spokesman
said on Friday that the
Spearhead Division of the
Army under the Spear
Corps, organised a series of
environmental activities
across Tuting, Boraroopak
and Sigar in Arunachal
Pradesh, reaffirming the
Indian Army’s commit-
ment towards environmen-
tal conservation and sus-

I —

tainable development.

The celebrations wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation  from students,
teachers, troops and mem-
bers of the local i

conducted to promote envi-
ronmental awareness and

encourage  responsible
stewardship of natural
resources.

Army joined

Environment Day with a
comprehensive Swachhata
Campaign and Mass Tree
Plantation Drive, reaffirm-
ing the Indian Army’s com-
mitment towards environ-
mental conservation and
sustainable development.

The programme com-
menced with a large-scale
tree plantation drive across
military stations and select-
ed community areas.

A variety of native and
climate-resilient saplings,
including Neem, Peepal
and Gulmohar, were plant-
ed to strengthen biodiversi-
ty and contribute towards
long-term ecological sus-

ty, he added. A variety of
activities, including tree
plantation drives, cleanli-
ness campaigns and poster-
making competitions were

CBSE gives more time to Class 12 students to
apply for re-evaluation, extends deadline by a day

New Delhi, June 6:

In a relief for thousands
of Class 12 students await-
ing post-result scrutiny of
their answer sheets, the
Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) has extended the
deadline for applying for
verification of marks and
re-evaluation. The move
comes as the board seeks to
provide additional time and
support to students com-
pleting the process. The

bl

d . _| | —
last date for submission of

applications, which was
earlier scheduled to end on
June 6 at midnight, has

now been pushed to June 7
at midnight. The board has
advised students to take
note of the revised timeline

Suvendu Congratulates Police on Seizure of Arms
across Multiple Locations, says ‘Dark Days are Over'

New Delhi, June 6:

West  Bengal  Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari
on Saturday congratulated
the state police for con-
ducting raids across multi-
ple locations near
Kumrakhali, Basanti, and
Sandeshkhali areas and
seizing a massive cache of
illegal firearms and ammu-
nition. “Kudos to the West
Bengal Police for a Major
Breakthrough. On precise
intelligence inputs, the
Special Task Force (STF)
conducted extensive raids
across multiple locations
near Sarberia Bazaar in
Kumrakhali, Basanti, and
Sandeshkhali areas,”
Adhikari said.

Sharing that the forces
have seized arms and
ammunition that were
“hidden away to disrupt
peace,” Adhikari congratu-
lated the “prompt actions™
of Director General of
Police  Siddharth Nath
Gupta, the West Bengal
Police, the Special Task
Force (STF) Team and
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Basirhat Police District
Personnel.

Hitting out at the previous
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) government,
Adhikari claimed that ille-
gal weapons were “stock-
piled” and used to terrorise
citizens, and had even
claimed the lives of several
oppostion party workers,
including those from the
BJP. Emphasising that
those “dark days are over”,
the Chief Minister said that

the BJP government is
“unconditionally commit-
ted” to restoring law and
order in the state. “We will
continue to track down,
unearth, and recover every

single piece of illegal
firearm across the length
and breadth of West
Bengal,” CM Adhikari
promised, stressing that all
criminal activities and
“political terrorism” will
be completely wiped out
from the state.

and complete their applica-
tions within the extended
window.

CBSE stated that the
extension has been granted
in the interest of students,
ensuring that candidates
who are yet to complete the
formalities do not miss the
opportunity to  apply.
Verification and re-evalua-
tion remain among the
most important post-result
services offered by CBSE,
allowing students to seek a

review of their evaluated
answer sheets if they
believe there may have
been discrepancies in
assessment or marking.

Under the board’s sys-
tem, students first obtain
scanned copies of their
evaluated answer books.
Based on those copies,
they may then apply for
verification of marks or
request re-evaluation of
specific answers or ques-
tions.

hands with school children
and teachers in a tree plan-
tation and cleanliness
drive, highlighting the col-
lective responsibility of
preserving the region’s
pristine ecological her-
itage

The events served as a
platform to spread aware-
ness on environmental sus-
tainability while strength-
ening the bond between the
Indian Army and local
communiti

Such initiatives reflect
the Indian Army’s enduring
commitment towards
nation-building, communi-
ty engagement and preser-
vation of the rich natural
heritage of Arunachal
Pradesh.

In Tripura, the Red
Shield Division under the
Spear Corps, commemo-
rated the World

The plantation drive
symbolised a collective
commitment to creating a
greener and healthier
future.

Simultaneously, personnel
of the Brigade undertook
an extensive Swachhata
Campaign focused on
cleanliness, waste manage-
ment and environmental
responsibility.

The drive included the col-
lection and segregation of
waste into recyclable,
biodegradable and non-
recyclable categories.
Special emphasis was laid
on the elimination of sin-
gle-use plastics and the
promotion of environmen-
tally responsible practices.
The collected recyclable
waste was handed over to
authorised recycling agen-
cies for scientific disposal

and processing.

The observance concluded
with participants taking a
pledge to adopt eco-friend-
ly habits, reduce plastic
consumption and con-
tribute actively towards
environmental conserva-
tion.

Through such initiatives,
the Indian Army continues
to demonstrate its unwa-
vering commitment to
nation-building, environ-
mental protection and the
creation of a sustainable
future for generations to
come, the  Defence
spokesman added.

The Border Security Force
(BSF) also organised tree
plantation drive at Frontier
Headquarters of Mizoram
and Cachar in Silchar
(Assam), as well as at all
sector headquarters, battal-
ions and Border Out Posts
located in the remote and
border areas in the states of
Assam, Mizoram, Manipur
and Nagaland.

The BSF personnel along
with their families partici-
pated wholeheartedly in
the campaign and planted a
large number of saplings of
various indigenous species.
At the BSF Frontier
Headguarters in Masimpur
(Assam), the plantation
drive was led by Ravi
Kant, Inspector General of
Mizoram and Cachar
Frontier of BSF.

Heavy Rain, strong winds likely across Tamil
Nadu Till June 9 as Southwest monsoon advances

Chennai, June 6:

The Regional
Meteorological ~ Centre
(RMC), Chennai, has fore-
cast widespread rainfall
accompanied by thunder-
storms and strong winds
across several parts of
Tamil Nadu over the com-
ing days as the southwest
monsoon  continues  to
advance over southern
India. According to the
weather department, an
upper-air cyclonic circula-
tion persists over coastal
Karnataka and adjoining
regions at an altitude of 3.1
km to 4.5 km above mean
sea level. The southwest
monsoon  has  further
advanced into the remain-
ing parts of the southwest
and southeast Arabian Sea,
sections of the west-central
and east-central Arabian
Sea, Lakshadweep, parts of
Kerala, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu, as well as
large areas of the Bay of
Bengal. Under its influ-

ence, light to moderate rain
accompanied by thunder-
storms is likely at isolated
places across Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal
on Saturday. Heavy rain
with thunderstorms and
gusty winds reaching 40-
50 kmph is expected at one
or two places in the hilly
regions of Coimbatore dis-
trict and in the Nilgiris,
Theni and Dindigul dis-
tricts. Similar weather con-
ditio s are likely in Tenkasi,
Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari,

L L

Erode, Salem, Dharmapuri,
Krishnagiri, ~ Tirupattur,
Vellore, Ranipet, Tiruppur,
Madurai and Virudhunagar
districts, where isolated
heavy rainfall and strong
winds are forecast. For
June 7, the RMC has pre-
dicted light to moderate
rain with thunderstorms
across  Tamil  Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal.
Heavy rainfall is likely in
the Nilgiris, Tiruppur,
Dindigul, Theni,
Kanyakumari and the hilly

trict. Thunderstorms
accompanied by gusty
winds are also expected in
Tenkasi, Tirunelveli,
Erode, Salem, Dharmapuri,
Krishnagiri, Virudhunagar
and Madurai districts. In
Chennai, the sky is expect-
ed to remain partly cloudy
on Saturday. Some parts of
the city may receive light
to moderate rain accompa-
nied by thunderstorms.
maximum temperature is
likely to be around 38

degree Celsius to 39 degree
Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature may
hover between 29 degree
Celsius and 30 degree
Celsius.

The weather depart-
ment has also issued a
warning for fishermen and
maritime activities. Strong
winds with speeds of 40-50
kmph, gusting up to 60
kmph, are likely over the
Tamil Nadu coast, Gulf of
Mannar and Comorin Sea
from Saturday to June 9.
Similar  conditions are
expected over the southern
Bay of Bengal, adjoining
central Bay of Bengal, the
Andaman Sea, the Kerala-
Karnataka coast,
Lakshadweep the
Maldives region.

Fishermen have been
advised not to venture into
the sea during the warning
period and to exercise
extreme caution due to
rough weather conditions.
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Australian Study Identifies Early
Blood Marker For Lung Cancer Risk

Sydney, June 6:

A newly identified “blood
signature” may predict
lung cancer risk more than
five years before diagnosis,
offering a potential path-
way to earlier prevention, a
study has revealed. The
findings, published in Cell,
could help identify people
who would benefit from
preventative drugs, even
before they receive a lung
cancer diagnosis, said a
statement from Australia’s
Walter and Eliza Hall
Institute  of  Medical
Research (WEHI) released
Friday. The study analysed
over 48,000 blood sam-
ples, identifying a 14-pro-
tein signature that predict-
ed lung cancer risk within
five years and was validat-
ed across eight internation-
al datasets, including in
non-smokers. Researchers
suggested that the signa-
ture does not come from
the tumour itself, but
reflects an altered inflam-
matory lung environment

that precedes cancer, high-
lighting a pre-disease
phase in which interven-
tion may be possible,
reports  Xinhua news
agency. Lung  cancer
remains the leading cause
of cancer deaths globally,
and current screening pro-
grams are limited to older
people with a history of
smoking, leaving many
cases undetected until late
stages, the study noted.
WEHI laboratory head
Clare Weeden, a corre-
sponding author on the
paper, said the study could
lead to more inclusive and
effective screening
approaches for people in
Australia and across the

“In doing so, these
findings bring us closer to
a future where early inter-
vention is possible, even
before the cancer has a

world,

chance to develop,” said
Weeden, who conducted
the research during her
time at the Francis Crick
Institute in Britain. Charlie
Swanton, clinical research
director at the Crick
Institute, said the study
supports a growing idea
that some common age-
related diseases share a
“common, presymptomatic
state of inflammation,” and
that the signature could
eventually help predict and
prevent lung cancer and
other lung diseases.

WORLD
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How Iranian fuel allegedly reached Asia disguised
as Omani LPG and triggered US sanctions

Tehran, June 6:

The United States has
imposed fresh sanctions on
a network accused of dis-
guising Iranian-origin lig-
uid petroleum gas (LPG) as
Omani fuel and shipping it
to buyers across South and
East Asia, as the Trump
administration intensifies
its economic pressure cam-
paign against Tehran.

The action targets what US
authorities describe as a
sophisticated  sanctions-
evasion network that relied
on front companies in the
United Arab Emirates and
China,  foreign  bank
accounts and vessels linked
to Iran’s so-called shadow
fleet to conceal the origin
of millions of barrels of
LPG. According to the US
Department of  the
Treasury, the operation
generated hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in revenue
for Iran despite existing
sanctions.

The Treasury Department’s

Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC)
announced the measures on
Friday, saying the sanc-
tions are aimed at exposing
those helping sustain an
economic lifeline for Iran
while using international
commercial infrastructure
to mask their activities.

US downs Iranian drones, strikes radar sites;
Trump says Tehran’s nuclear ambitions “finished’

Washington, June 6:

The United States said it
intercepted four Iranian
attack  drones  headed
towards the Strait of
Hormuz and later struck
Iranian radar installations
along the country’s south-
ern coast, as President
Donald Trump declared
that Tehran’s nuclear ambi-
tions would be stopped
“one way or the other”.
The developments mark
another sharp escalation in
tensions around the Strait
of Hormuz, a vital global
shipping route through
which a significant share of
the world’s oil trade pass-
es. While the US military

described its actions as
defensive, Trump’s
remarks suggested

Washington believes its
campaign against Iran has
entered a decisive phase.

According to the US
Central Command (CENT-

COM), American forces
shot down four Iranian
one-way attack drones
after determining that they
posed an immediate threat
to maritime traffic in the
region. “Moments ago,
CENTCOM forces shot
down four Iranian one-way
attack drones that were
launched toward the Strait
of Hormuz,” the military
command said in a state-
ment on Friday.

CENTCOM said US forces

subsequently targeted
Iranian coastal surveillance
radar facilities located in
Goruk and on Qeshm
Island to prevent further
threats

“US forces subsequently
struck Iranian coastal sur-
veillance radar sites in
Goruk and on Qeshm
Island to defend against
further attacks,” the state-
ment said. The military did
not disclose details regard-
ing casualties, damage

North Korea To Build 10,000-Ton
Destroyer, State Media Says Before Xi Visit

Seoul, June 6:

North Korea plans to build
a 10,000-ton destroyer and
develop secret underwater
weapons, state media said
on Saturday, ahead of a
visit by Chinese President
Xi Jinping. The Rodong
Sinmun newspaper, report-
ing on a Thursday naval
test supervised by leader
Kim Jong Un, said he
ordered the navy to deploy
the destroyer Kang Kon
and another 5,000-ton war-
ship, the Choe Hyon, as
soon as possible. The
newspaper did not give
further details. Itis the first
time North Korea has men-
tioned a plan to build a
10,000-ton destroyer, said
Hong Min, a senior analyst
at South Korea’s Institute
for National Unification.
Kim may be seeking to

showcase the country’s
military capabilities ahead
of Xi’s visit on Monday
and Tuesday, Hong said.
The North Korean leader

said Pyongyang must
enhance its naval capabili-
ties to deter a nuclear war,
while calling for powerful
military capabilities across
land, sea and air, the news-
paper said. Xi is making
his first visit to North
Korea in nearly seven

years as Beijing looks to
reassert ties with
Pyongyang, its only formal
treaty ally. Before the visit
was announced, Kim on
Thursday called for an
“exponential” expansion of
North Korea’s atomic arse-
nal during a visit to a
newly operational nuclear
material production facto-
ry. During Kim’s ship
inspection, he was joined
by his daughter.

assessments  or  the
weapons used in the opera-
tion. Italso did not indicate
whether any commercial
vessel had been directly
targeted.

The Strait of Hormuz con-
nects the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman and the
Arabian Sea and is regard-
ed as one of the world’s
most strategically impor-
tant waterways. The US
maintains a significant mil-
itary presence across the
Middle East and routinely
patrols sea lanes used by
international commercial
shipping. CENTCOM said
American forces remain
prepared to respond to any
future threats. “American
forces remain vigilant and
postured to respond to
unjustified Iranian aggres-
sion in self-defence,” the
statement added. Iran did
not immediately respond to
the US announcement.

Trump says Iran’s nuclear
ambitions will end In the
meantime, Trump said the
confrontation with Iran
was approaching a conclu-
sion and reiterated that
Tehran would not be
allowed to acquire a
nuclear weapon. Speaking
atan agriculture roundtable
in Wisconsin, Trump said
the US had already
achieved much of its objec-
tive. “We had to extinguish
a nuclear weapon. We
weren’t going to let that
happen,”  Trump said.
“We’ve largely finished
that, you’ll see, and one
way or the other, it's fin-
ished.” He added that the
issue could be resolved
diplomatically or through a
more difficult path. “It’s
either finished with a piece
of paper or finished a more
difficult way,” he said.
Trump did not provide
details.

US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said the lat-
est move forms part of
Washington’s broader
“Economic Fury” cam-
paign against Tehran.

“Iran’s economy is floun-
dering, and its military is
decimated,” Bessent said
in a statement. “Through

Economic Fury, Treasury
will continue to sever
Iran’s shadow fleet, shad-
ow banking networks, and
access to global trade.”

US State Department
spokesperson Tommy
Pigott echoed the adminis-
tration’s position, saying
on X that the United States
would maintain “maxi-
mum pressure” on Iran by
targeting networks
involved in the illicit fuel
trade. Apart from the LPG
shipping network, OFAC
also sanctioned Iranian
exchange house Mehrdad
Geramian Nik and Partners
Company along with its
leadership. US authorities
alleged that the firm facili-
tated the movement of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
in foreign currency on
behalf of Iranian banks that
are already under sanc-
tions. According to the
Treasury Department,
Iran’s foreign exchange
system depends heavily on

brokers and rahbar compa-
nies that operate through
overseas shell entities.
These structures are used
to obscure links to Iran,
route  funds  through
accounts held outside the
country and bypass inter-
national restrictions.
Officials  said Iranian
exchange houses process
billions of dollars in for-
eign currency transactions
annually, helping the
Iranian government and its
armed forces access funds
generated through oil and
petrochemical sales. Part
of wider campaign against
Iran’s finances he Treasury
Department said the latest
designations build on pre-
vious actions  against
Iranian financial intermedi-
aries, including Radin
Exchange, Arz Iran
Exchange, Opal Exchange
and Amin  Exchange.
Washington argues that
restricting these networks
reduces the Iranian.

U.S. Strikes Iranian Radar Sites After
Drone Attack On Hormuz Shipping

|===]

tion of radar and tracking
infrastructure that US offi-
cials said was being used to
monitor and support hos-
tile activity along key ship-
ping lanes. In a statement
issued late Friday, CENT-
COM said the military
action followed the inter-
ception of four Iranian
one-way attack drones that
were heading towards the
strategic maritime corridor.
The said the

Washington, June 6:

The United States military
has released operational
footage showing strikes on
Iranian radar installations
near the Strait of Hormuz,
offering a rare visual
account of a confrontation
that has heightened ten-
sions across the Gulf
region. The release comes
as Washington and Tehran
exchange accusations fol-
lowing a series of military
actions around one of the
world’s most critical ship-
ping routes. The Strait of

Hormuz handles a signifi-
cant share of global energy
transit, making any escala-
tion in the area a matter of
international concern.

According to the US
Central Command (CENT-
COM), American forces
targeted coastal surveil-
lance radar facilities in
Goruk and on Qeshm
Island after responding to
what it described as Iranian
threats against maritime
traffic and regional part-
ners.The newly released
videos show the destruc-

drones posed an “immedi-
ate threat” to commercial
shipping operating in the
area,

After neutralising the
unmanned aircraft, US
forces carried out strikes
on the radar sites to
degrade Iran’s ability to
track vessels moving
through the waterway.
CENTCOM identified the
targeted locations as Goruk
and Qeshm Island, both
positioned along routes
that oversee traffic through
the Strait of Hormuz.

‘Ball is in Trump’s court’: Iran seeks $24 bn asset
release, warns of wider conflict if talks collapse

Washington, June 6:

Asenior adviser to Iran’s
Supreme  Leader has
claimed that the country
has secured what he
described as its first mili-
tary victory since the 1979
Islamic  Revolution and
said the future of negotia-
tions with the United States
now hinges on Washington
releasing $24 billion in
frozen Iranian assets. The
remarks come at a delicate
moment for regional diplo-
macy. With negotiations
between  Tehran  and
Washington at an impasse
and a fragile ceasefire
holding after recent hostili-
ties, Iranian officials are
attempting to redefine the
terms of engagement with
the Donald Trump admin-
istration while warning of

the consequences of any
renewed military action.

Speaking to CNN, Mohsen
Rezaei, a military adviser
to Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei, said Iran’s
experience had

recent
altered its negotiating posi-

India, US Hold Army-To-Army Talks In Hawaii,
Discuss Ways To Strengthen Defence Cooperatlon

Washington, June 6:

India and the United States
held the 29th edition of
Army-to-Army Staff Talks
in Hawaii, discussing ways
to deepen bilateral defence
cooperation while reaf-
firming their commitment
to further strengthen the
strategic partnership
between the two countries.
According to the Indian
Army, the talks were co-
chaired by Lieutenant
General  Rajiv. Ghai,
Deputy Chief of the Army
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Staff trategy), and
Lieutenant General Joel
Vowell, Deputy

N A PV N
Commanding General of
US Army Pacific.

Sharing the details of the

5 ¥ 2PN
meeting on the social
media platform X on
Saturday, the Indian Army

said, “The discussions
focused on strengthening
bilateral defence coopera-
tion, enhancing interoper-
ability, expanding profes-
sional exchanges, and
deepening military collab-
oration in support of shared
security interests. Both
sides appreciated the grow-
ing scope of Army-to-
Army engagements and
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to further strengthen-
ing the India-US strategic
partnership.”

L

tion and placed the respon-
sibility for breaking the
deadlock squarely on the
United States.

“This is the first time Iran
has emerged victorious in
wars, while in previous
wars Iran has always been
defeated,” Rezaei said.

Iran links peace roadmap
to frozen funds According
to Rezaei, Tehran expects
the release of $24 billion in
blocked Iranian funds as
part of a broader path
towards a peace agree-
ment. He said Iran wants
$12 billion to be released
after the signing of an
interim agreement, with a
further $12 billion expect-
ed in a second phase. “The
negotiations are at a dead-
lock, and Trump must
break this deadlock,”
Rezaei told CNN. “The
ball is in Trump’s court. If
he wants to reach an agree-
ment with Iran, this $24
billion is a test of trust that
Iran wants to have with
Trump.

This is a test that America
must pass, and the path

will be opened. This is our
own money, not America’s
money,” he added.
Warning over future mili-
tary action While saying
the likelihood of another
war remained low, Rezaei
warned that any future US
military action against Iran
could trigger a much wider
conflict. He said Tehran
would target additional
American military bases if
hostilities resumed and
suggested that future fight-
ing could extend beyond
the Persian Gulf.
According to Rezaei, a
wider conflict could affect
strategic maritime corri-
dors stretching from the
Strait of Hormuz to the
Indian Ocean, the Bab al-
Mandab Strait, the Red Sea
and the Mediterranean.

Trump Pardons Former US Congressman
Convicted Of Securltles Fraud

Washington, June 6:

President Donald Trump
has pardoned former U.S.
Representative ~ Stephen
Buyer, an Indiana
Republican, who was con-
victed of securities fraud
for engaging in insider
trading in 2018 as a T-
Mobile US consultant
ahead of a $23 billion
merger with Sprint. The
proclamation, issued on
Thursday and announced
by the White House on
Friday, gave no specific
rationale for the pardon
other than to assert that

Buyer’s service as a U.S.
Army judge advocate gen-

eral and member of
Congress “was distin-
guished and highly produc-
tive.” It also said that

Trump ingranting Buyer a

“full, complete and uncon-
ditional pardon,” was act-
ing on the “advice and rec-
ommendation” of 52 cur-
rent and former members
of the U.S. Senate and
House of Representatives
listed in the proclamation.
Buyer served in the House
as a Republican from
Indiana between 1993 and
2011 before working as a
corporate consultant. He
was found guilty in March
of 2023 on four counts of
securities fraud, and was
sentenced in September.
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Div Com Kashmir reviews Muharram-ul-Haram arrangement

SRINAGAR

Calls for seamless coordination among Departments, Stakeholders

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06:
Ahead of the forthcoming
Muharram-ul-Haram,
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Anshul Garg,
today chaired a high-level
meeting of senior officers
and stakeholders to review
preparedness and ensure
the smooth, peaceful and
hassle-free observance of
religious rituals and pro-
cessions across the Valley.
The meeting focused on
assessing civic, infrastruc-
tural, logistical and admin-
istrative arrangements
required during the holy
month,  with  special
emphasis on inter-depart-
mental coordination and
sustained engagement with
community  representa-
tives. During the meeting,

MLA Budgam, Aga Syed
Muntazir Mehdi, highlight-
ed several issues rsqumng
attention in Shi;

tion and repair of roads,
functioning street lighting,
and adequate depluymsnt

enhanced sanitation and
cleanliness measures,
fumigation drives, avail-
ability of firewood, ration
and LPG supplies, mitiga-
tion of the stray dog men-
ace, deployment of water
tankers, streamlined per-
missions  for religious
events,  comprehensive
traffic management plans,
identification of parking
spaces, and provision of
shuttle services between
parking areas and proces-
sion routes. Emphasizing
the importance of close
coordination among all

ed areas to facilitate
mourners. He stressed the
need for uninterrupted
electricity and drinking
water supply, macadamiza-

of medical p:
major religious venues.
Representatives of various

iations and stakehold

the
Divisional Commissioner
directed  all  Deputy
C issi and con-

ers also projected a range
of requirements, including

DC Bandipora Visits Army Goodwill School, Lauds Students'
Presentation of National Anthem, National Song at NMBA Padyatra

BANDIPORA, JUNE 6:
Deputy ~ Commissioner
Bandipora, Indu Kanwal
Chib, on Saturday visited
Army Goodwill School
Bandipora, where she
interacted with students
and teachers and appreciat-
ed their participation in the
recently held district-level

Nasha ~ Mukt  Bharat
Abhiyan (NMBA)
Padyatra, led by the
Hon'ble Lieutenant
Governor of J&K UT, Shri
Manoj Sinha.

The Deputy Commissioner
lauded the students for
their enthusiastic participa-
tion and their impressive
presentation of  the
National ~Anthem and
National Song during the
Padyatra. She said the stu-
dents added a special spirit
to the event through their
confident  performance,

which drew wide apprecia-
tion.

As a gesture of recogni-
tion, the Deputy

ular activities helped shape
her personality and taught
her valuable life lessons.

The Deputy Cummlssluner

C issi presented
an Appreciation Certificate
to the school for its contri-
bution to the successful
conduct of the programme,
and congratulated the stu-
dents, teachers, and school
administration for their
collective efforts and com-
mitment.

Interacting with the stu-
dents, Indu Kanwal Chib
encouraged them to active-
ly take part in such activi-
ties, emphasising that these
experiences play a vital
role in personality devel-
opment and confidence
building

Sharing memories from
her own school days, she
recalled how participation
in cultural and extracurric-

of ths studsnts and urged
them to continue striving
for excellence in all
spheres of life. She also
acknowledged the role of
teachers and school man-
agement in nurturing tal-
ent, instilling values, and
providing a supportive
environment for the holis-
tic development of stu-
dents.

The Principal of the
school, Shabnum Kousar,
on behalf of the school
administration, expressed
gratitude to the Deputy
Commissioner for visiting
the institution and motivat-
ing the students through
her encouraging words and
recognition.

cerned departments to des-
ignate nodal officers and

share their contact details
with community represen-
tatives to ensure effective
communication and
prompt  resolution  of
issues. The Deputy
Director Planning,
Divisional Commissioner's
Office, was designated as
the Divisional-level Nodal
Officer for coordination
and monitoring of arrange-
ments. Garg instructed
Deputy Commissioners to
prepare detailed district-
wise checklists of require-
ments and ensure that all
short-term  issues  are
addressed on priority. He
further directed that larger
developmental concerns
raised by stakeholders be
incorporated into future
planning frameworks.
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g DC Kulgam presides over Awareness Programme

on Khet Bachao Abhiyan at Block Pahloo

KULGAM, JUNE 06: As
part of the ongoing Khet
Bachao Abhiyan, a farm-
ers' awareness and out-
reach programme was
organized today at Block
Pahloo in District Kulgam.
The programme witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from farmers representing
various villages of the
block.

Deputy ~ Commissioner
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad
Alam, presided over the
event as the Chief Guest.
Addressing the gathering,
the DC underscored the
importance of protecting
agricultural  land  and
adopting scientific farming
practices to ensure sustain-
able agricultural develop-
ment and food security.

He emphasized the need

for collective efforts to pre-
serve cultivable land, pre-
vent its conversion, and
enhance agricultural pro-
ductivity for the welfare
and prosperity of the farm-
ing community.

During the programme,
officers of the Agriculture
Department  sensitized
farmers about the objec-
tives of the Khet Bachao
Abhiyan, including the
protection of agricultural
land from degradation,
promotion of sustainable
farming practices, efficient
utilization  of  natural
resources, and adoption of
modemn agricultural tech-
nologies. Farmers were
also encouraged to avail
themselves of various gov-
ernment schemes .

and programmes aimed at

enhancing farm productivi-
ty and income.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Agriculture
Officer reiterated the
department's commitment
to  providing technical
guidance and necessary
support to farmers for
increasing agricultural pro-
duction and ensuring the
long-term sustainability of
the farming sector.

The programme concluded
with an interactive session
during which  farmers
shared their experiences,
concerns, and suggestions

regarding agricultural
development in the area.

The programme was
attended by the Chief
Agriculture Officer
Kulgam, District
Agriculture Officer

CPCO briefs Media on Census 2027 during Baramulla Visit

Focus on Public Participation, Awareness, Accurate data collection

BARAMULLA, JUNE 06: Chief
Principal Census Officer (CPCO),
Amit Sharma who is also Director
Census Operations, Jammu &
today
addressed a press conference at
Dak Bungalow Baramulla regard-
ing the Census of India 2027.
During the press conference, the
CPCO highlighted the significance
of the Census as the largest admin-
istrative and statistical exercise in
the country and emphasized its
vital role in planning, governance
and socio-economic development.
He briefed media representatives
about the objectives, methodology
and key features of Census 2027.
He informed that the Census will
be conducted in a systematic and
scientific manner through desig-
nated enumerators and supervi-
sors. He explained various aspects
process,
including household listing, col-
lection of demographic and socio-
economic data, use of digital tech-

Kashmir and Ladakh,

of the enumeration

CENSUS OF INDIA 2027

H0UR PARTICIFS100, OUR FUTURE.

ning
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Startup India, JKEDI, District Admin Kupwara organise
TEJAS workshop to strengthen grassroots entrepreneurship

KUPWARA, JUNE 06: In
a significant initiative
aimed at fostering innova-
tion and entrepreneurship
in remote regions, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Government of India, in
collaboration  with the
Jammu &  Kashmir
Entrepreneurship
Development  Institute
(JKEDI) and District
Administration Kupwara,
on Saturday organised a
workshop  under  the
TEJAS (Transforming
Entrepreneurial Journeys
Across State & Districts)
programme at Government

Degree College (Boys),
Kupwara.

The workshop formed part
of Startup India's ongoing
efforts to promote inclu-
sive entrepreneurship and
strengthen grassroots inno-

vation ecosystems across
the country. The event wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from more than 350

aspiring  entrepreneurs,
innovators, startup
founders, students, and

DLSA Srinagar organizes Special
Lok Adalat for Contentlous Cases

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06:

District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA)
Srinagar, organized a

Special Lok Adalat for
Contentious Cases at the
District Court Complex,
Mominabad, Srinagar.

The Lok Adalat, aimed at
amicably resolving
Contentious Cases, which
was held under the guid-
ance of Haq Nawaz Zargar,
Chairman District Legal
Services Authority
(Principal ~ District &
Sessions Judge) Srinagar,
and under the supervision
of Sub-judge/ Secretary
DLSA Srinagar.

To facilitate the amicable
settlement of cases, single
bench was constituted for
the Special Lok Adalat,
which comprised of Fayaz
Ahmad Qureshi (Presiding
Officer) MACT cases and
Advocate  Suhaila  Ali
(Panel Lawyer) DLSA
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Srinagar as member of the
bench. A total number of
five Cases were taken up
by the bench for their ami-

cable settlement, out of

which three Cases were
settled. An amount of Rs
33,94, 446 was awarded as
settlement amount in all
these cases.

other stakeholders from the
district.

TEJAS is a flagship nation-
wide initiative designed to
identify, nurture, and sup-
port aspiring entrepreneurs
and startups from non-
metro and underserved
regions by facilitating
access to mentorship, insti-
tutional support, resources,
and market opportunities.
The programme is being
implemented across 132
districts of India with a
focus on capacity building,
ecosystem development,
and expanding entrepre-
neurial opportunities at the
grassroots level.

The workshop featured a
series of expert-led ses-

sions on entrepreneurship,
innovation, startup devel-
opment, government sup-
port i funding

nology and measures being adopt-
ed to ensure accuracy, transparen-
cy and confidentiality of informa-
tion collected during the exercise.
Amit Sharma informed that for any
query or clarification related to

Census 2027 in the district, ci
zens can contact the dedicated toll-
free helpline number 1855.

The CPCO appealed to the public
to extend full cooperation to cen-
sus officials and provide accurate

information during the enumera-
tion process. He stated that active
public participation is essential for
generating reliable data that forms
the foundation for informed poli-
cymaking and development plan-

Emphasizing the role of the media,
he urged media persons to create
widespread
Census 2027 through their respec-
tive platforms and ensure dissemi-
nation of authentic information
among the public to encourage
maximum participation in this
important national exercise.

Chief Principal
Officer was accompanied by Arun
Kumar, Joint Principal Census
Officer, Vijay Kumar, Assistant
Chief Principal Census Officer.
District Census Officer, Baramulla
and Chief Planning Officer, (Nodal
officer Census Officer), Baramulla
were also present on the occasion.

awareness  about

Census

SWD Srinagar conducts Awareness Programme
on Skill Development for Adolescent Girls

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06: Social Welfare
Department (SWD)-SANKALP Hub for
Empowerment of Women Srinagar  orga-
nized a programme on the integration of

it-of-

opportunities, market
access, and sector-specific
business prospects. The
interactive sessions provid-
ed participants with practi-
cal insights into various
stages of the entrepreneur-
ial journey, from ideation
to enterprise scaling.
Additional Secretary,
DPIIT, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Government  of India,
Ateesh Kumar Singh, who
was the Chief Guest on the
occasion, delivered the
keynote address and shared
valuable insights.

girls into various

skill

empowering young girls through voca-
tional training and enhancing their oppor-
tunities for self-reliance and socio- sco—
nomic at

, aimed at

Fruitmandi Srinagar on today.

The programme was attended by officials
of SANKALP Hub for Empowerment of
Women Srinagar and out of school adoles-
cent girls from different areas of the dis-

trict.

Speaking on the occasion, the officials
from SANKALP-HEW Srinagar high-
lighted the importance of equipping out-
of-school adolescent girls with market-rel-
evant skills to improve their employability

for

and livelihood prospects. Emphasis was
laid on identifying vulnerable and margin-
alized girls and facilitating their enrolment
in skill development courses aligned with
their interests and local employment

The participants were sensitized about
various government-sponsored skilling
programmes, vocational training opportu-
nities, and support mechanisms available

girls. Interactive sessions

were also conducted to address challenges
faced by out-of-school girls and to encour-
age their active participation in skill
enhancement initiatives.

The programme forms part of the

Department's continued efforts to promote

inclusive development, gender empower-
ment, and social protection by ensuring
that no adolescent girl is left behind in
accessing education, training, and liveli-
hood opportunities.

DC reviews progress of Agriculture & Allied Sectors in Pulwama

Stresses diversification of KKGs, timely credit support to farmers

PULWAMA, JUNE 06:
Deputy ~ Commissioner
(DC)  Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom today
chaired a comprehensive

review meeting of
Agriculture and  Allied
Sectors at the

Administrative Complex
Pulwama to assess the
progress achieved under
various flagship schemes
and programmes including
the Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme
(HADP), Jammu and
Kashmir Competitiveness
Improvement of

Agriculture and  Allied
Sectors Prujsct(JKClP)
Pradhan Mantri
Formalisation of Micro
Food Processing
Enterprises  (PMFME),

National Digital Livestock
Mission (NDLM), Kisan
Credit Card (KCC),
Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund, and other farmer

welfars initiatives.
During the meeting, the

officers of Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry, Sheep

L

Husbandry and Flshenes
departments gave detailed
presentations  highlighting
the physical and financial
achievements under their

respective sectors, status of
applications, beneficiary
coverage, credit linkage,
expenditure and implemen-
tation of various schemes.

The Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the progress
achieved under HADP and
JKCIP and stressed upon
the departments

and directed the
Agriculture Department to
transform  KKGs into
vibrant one-stop service
centres by promoting test-
ing facilities, agri-imple-
ments, vermicompost
units, apiculture, mush-
room cultivation and other

to ensure timely disposal of
pending applications. He
directed the officers to sat-
urate the establishment of
approved units and ensure
regular mumtunng and

generating activi-
ties.
The DC also reviewed the
status of Kisan Credit
Cards(KCC) and directed
the concerned departments
and banking institutions to

tracking of
units under the scheme to
achieve the intended out-
comes under various inter-
ventions

Reviewing the functioning
of Kisan Khidmat Ghars
(KKGs), the DC empha-
sized the need for diversifi-
cation of services being
offered through these cen-
tres. He laid the stress on
the functioning of KKGs

expedite the p ing of
pending cases and ensure
that all eligible farmers are
covered under institutional
credit facilities. Reviewing
the status of inactive KCC
accounts, he directed the
concerned departments and
banking authorities to take
necessary measures for
their activation so that
farmers can effectively
avail credit benefits.
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Deputy CM inspects Jeevan Nagar Bridge project, assesses
restoration works at Mubarak Mandl Herltage Complex

JAMMU, JUNE 6: Deputy Chief
Surinder Choudhary,
today conducted an extensive
inspection of the ongoing Digiana-
Jeevan Nagar Bridge project from
Sabzi Mandi Lane, Satwari Jammu
and reviewed the pace and quality
of work being executed on the vital

Minister,

infrastructural project.

During the inspection, the Deputy
assessed
progress achieved on the ground.
He directed the concerned officers
to ensure timely completion of the
bridge while maintaining the high-
est standards of quality. He empha-
sized that the project holds signifi-
cant importance in improving the
connectivity and easing public

Chief  Minister

movement in the area.

Later, the Deputy Chief Minister
visited the historic Mubarak Mandi
Heritage Complex and took on-
the-spot stock of the ongoing

the

site

toric  Gadadhar

restoration and development works
being carried out at the heritage

He reviewed the restoration of the
affected lawns and walls of the his-
Temple. He
stressed the need for preserving the

National Cancer Survivors Day
Satish Sharma advocates affordable healthcare,
world-class facilities, holistic cancer research

JAMMU, JUNE 6:
Minister for Food, Civil

Supplies & Consumer
Affairs, Information
Technology, Youth

Services &  Sports,
Transport, and Science &
Technology, Satish
Sharma, today emphasized
the need for affordable
healthcare, strengthened
medical research so that
people get medical facili-
ties at par with global stan-
dards.

The Minister was speaking
during the National Cancer
Survivors Day at the
American Oncology
Institute, Batra Hospital,
where he interacted with
the cancer survivors,
healthcare professionals,
researchers and medical
experts.

Commending the courage
and resilience of cancer
survivors, Satish Sharma
said their journey serve as
an inspiration for the soci-
ety. He underlined the
importance of strengthen-
ing the healthcare systems
capable of providing time-
ly and effective treatment.
The Minister stressed the
need to make quality
healthcare and advanced
medical facilities more

affordable and accessible
to the people from all sec-

tions of society. He
observed that rising health-
care costs often place sig-
nificant financial burdens
on families and called for
sustained efforts to ensure
that modern treatment
facilities reach every citi-
zen without economic
hardship.

Satish Sharma also advo-
cated for a more holistic
approach  to  medical
research, particularly in the
field of cancer care,
emphasizing the integra-
tion of scientific innova-
tion, preventive healthcare,
early diagnosis, nutrition,

mental well-being and
community awareness.

The Minister said that
advancements in science
and technology must be
effectively leveraged to
improve patient outcomes

heritage character and cultural sig-
nificance of the complex while
ensuring quality execution of the
restoration works.

During the visit, the Deputy Chief
Minister also took on spot stock of
the availability of essential civic

JAMMU-KASHMIR

amenities for the local residents
residing in and around the heritage
complex. Taking note of the pub-
lic concerns, he directed the con-
cerned authorities to ensure unin-
terrupted drinking water supply to
the residents of Andheri Gali
Mobhalla,
Mandi and adjoining areas. The
Deputy Chief Minister reiterated
the government's commitment
towards strengthening the infra-
structure,
assets and ensuring efficient deliv-
ery of public services. He instruct-
ed the officers to work in close
coordination and address the pub-
lic issues in a time-bound manner.
Senior officers of the Jal Shakti
Department, Public Works (R&B)
Department, district administration
and other concerned departments
accompanied the Deputy Chief
Minister during the inspections.

Panjtirthi, Mubarak

preserving heritage
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Bhacerwah's Lavender goes global

Dr. Jitendra inaugurates 4th Lavender Festival

BHADERWAH, JUNE 6:
The two day 4th Lavender
Festival 2026 began today
at the Government Degree
College (GDC) Bhaderwah
with the theme “Lavender
Goes Global."

The gala event was inaugu-
rated by Dr. Jitendra Singh,
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology and
Earth Sciences, Minister of
State in the Prime
Minister's Office and Vice
President of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR).
Organized by the CSIR-

Indian Institute of
Integrative Medicine, the
festival celebrates the

remarkable success of the
Lavender Mission and the

purple revolution in the
Chenab Valley region.

Addressing a large gather-
ing of farmers, students,

scientists, entrepreneurs
and the public, Dr. Jitendra
Singh highlighted the
transformative impact of
the purple revolution in

CPCO Amit Sharma visits Baramulla;

with Officers, Enumerators, Supervisors
Urges Field Staff to ensure Accuracy, Transparency, Complete Coverage

BARAMULLA, JUNE
06: Chief Principal Census
Officer (CPCO)/ Director
Census Operations, Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh,
Amit Sharma, along with
Principal Census Officer
(Deputy  Commissioner)
Baramulla SF  Hamid,
today chaired a review
meeting at Dak Bungalow
Baramulla to assess the
preparedness and progress
of the ongoing House
Listing Operations (HLO)
being conducted from June
1 to June 30, 2026, as part
of the Census 2027 exer-
cise.

At the outset, Officers
briefed the Chair on the
district's preparedness for
Census 2027 and the

and
delivery systems across the
region.

Later, Satish ~ Sharma
attended a public meeting
at Chowki Choura, where
he  highlighted  the
immense  developmental
potential of the region. He
underscored the govern-
ment's commitment to
ensure balanced growth
across rural and border
areas

arr put in place
for the smooth conduct of
the ongoing House Listing
Operations. The meeting
was informed about the
training programmes con-
ducted for enumerators and
supervisors and the overall
readiness of the district
administration for the
Census exercise.

Principal Census
Officer, informed the meet-
ing that all necessary

administrative and logisti-

cal arrangements have
been made to ensure the
smooth conduct of Census-
related activities across the
district. He emphasized the
importance of coordinated
efforts among all stake-
holders and reiterated the

operations across the dis-
trict.

Addressing the officers,
Amit Sharma appreciated
the dedicated efforts of the
field staff and encouraged
enumerators and supervi-
sors to discharge their
responsibilities with
utmust commitment and

district  administration's
i towards
ensuring  comprehensive

coverage and quality data
collection during the enu-
meration process.

During the meeting,
detailed discussions were
held on ensuring complete
coverage of all households,
including remote and diffi-
cult areas, and on strength-
ening field-level census

J&K Judicial Academy begins Pre-Appointment
Induction Training for newly selected Civil Judges

SRINAGAR, JUNE 06:
The Jammu and Kashmir
Judicial Academy today
commenced the Pre-
Appointment  Induction
Training Programme for 39
newly selected Civil
Judges (Junior Division) at
its Srinagar campus.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Justice Arun
Palli, Judge, Supreme
Court of India, in presence
of Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
Acting Chief Justice, High
Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh;
Justice Rajnesh Oswal,
Judge, High Court of J&K
and Ladakh and
Chairperson, Governing
Committee  for  J&K
Judicial ~Academy and
other companion Judges of
the High Court of J&K and
Ladakh.

Delivering the inaugural
address, Justice Arun Palli
described the judicial ser-
vice as a public trust and

emphasized that trial court
judges represent the face of
the judiciary for most citi-
zens. Justice Arun Palli
urged the newly selected
officers to uphold the high-
est standards of integrity,
humility and fairness,
remain committed to con-
tinuous learning and strive
to strengthen public confi-
dence in the justice deliv-
ery system through their
conduct and decisions. In
his special address, Justice

Sanjeev Kumar, Acting
Chief Justice, High Court
of Jammu and Kashmir and

pendence on artificial intel-
ligence and discharge their
duties fearlessly and fairly
in accordance with law. In
his introductory remarks,
Justice Rajnesh Oswal
highlighted the signifi-
cance of the transition from
the Bar to the Bench and
described it as a momen-
tous milestone requiring a
shift from partisan advoca-
cy to impartial adjudica-
tion. Justice Rajnesh
Oswal reminded the partic-
ipants that a judge's fore-
most allegiance is to the
Constitution and the rule of
law. He the

Ladakh the
newly selected officers and
emphasized that judicial
service demands integrity,
impartiality, discipline and
compassion. Justice
Sanjeev Kumar advised the
participants to remain life-
long learners, maintain the
highest ethical standards,
embrace technology
responsibly, avoid overde-

virtues  of  patience,
restraint, independence and
continuous learning  as
essential attributes of a
judicial officer. Earlier, in
his  welcome address,
Director, J&K Judicial
Academy, Naseer Ahmad
Dar, highlighted the impor-
tance of judicial education
in strengthening the justice

delivery ~ system.  He
informed that the induction
programme  has  been
designed to equip the
newly selected officers
with the knowledge, skills
and ethical foundations
necessary for judicial ser-
vice. Following the inau-
gural ceremony, the acade-
mic proceedings com-
menced with Session-1 on
“Introduction  to  the
Training Programme
Module - Background",
jointly  conducted by
Justice Rajnesh Oswal and
Justice Sanjay Parihar,
Judges of the High Court
of J&K and Ladakh.

The session familiarized
the participants with the
objectives, structure and
expected outcomes of the
induction training pro-
gramme. It provided an
overview of the profession-
al journey that lies ahead
for the newly appointed
judicial officers.

He
strsssed the importance of
effective coordination
among census functionar-
ies, timely and accurate
data collection, and strict
adherence to census guide-
lines to ensure the success
of  the  enumeration
process

Amit Sharma directed
all concerned officers to

extend full support to cen-
sus personnel and take nec-
essary measures for the
smooth conduct of House
Listing and Housing
Census activities through-
out the district.

The CPCO further
informed that for any query
or clarification related to
Census 2027, citizens can
contact the dedicated toll-
free helpline number 1855.
He appealed to the public
to remain vigilant against
fraudulent calls, messages,
or individuals falsely
claiming association with
the Census exercise and
cautioned people against
sharing personal, financial,
banking, or OTP-related
information with anyone in
the name of Census.

He clarified that the
Census process is simple
and transparent, and citi-
zens are only required to
answer the prescribed
Census questions during
the enumeration process
He urged residents to coop-
erate  with authorized
Census personnel and pro-
vide accurate information
to ensure the success of
this important national

Jammu and Kashmir. He
noted that Bhaderwah has
carved out a distinct identi-
ty through lavender culti-
vation, with a lavender-
themed tableau from the
region featured during
Independence Day celebra-
tions in Delhi

Interacts

exercise.
The meeting also reviewed
field-level preparedness

and discussed various
operational aspects related
to the Census exercise.
Amit Sharma reiterated
that the Census is a crucial
national  exercise that
serves as the foundation for
evidence-based planning
and development planning
across the country.

Joint  Chief  Principal
Census ~ Officer, Arun
Kumar, also briefed the
participants on the moni-
toring framework for field
operations and emphasized
the importance of real-time
tracking and supervision of
data collection activities.
Later, CPCO Amit Sharma
also interacted with enu-
merators and supervisors
and held a question-and-
answer session regarding
various aspects of the
Census  exercise. He
addressed their queries and
emphasized the importance
of maintaining accuracy,
transparency and profes-
sionalism  during field
operations,

Sat, Ashok review preparations for programmes marking
12 Years of Vishwaas, Vikas and Jan Kalyan under PM Modi

June 6:

Jammu, BJP
Jammu &  Kashmir
President and Rajya Sabha
MP Sat Sharma (CA),
along with BJP General
Secretary (Organization)
Ashok Koul, chaired a
review meeting at the party
headquarters, Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu, to assess
and finalize preparations
for a series of programmes
being organized across
Jammu and Kashmir from
June 5 to June 21 under the

grammes include special
outreach initiatives, planta-
tion drives, Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan activities, Pragati
Path Yatra, Viksit Bharat
Sampark Sammelan, Jan

Kalyan Shivirs, obser-
vance of World
Environment Day and

International Yoga Day,
exhibitions showcasing the
achievements of the Modi
Government, workshops
on natural farming, and

paign com-
memorating 12 Years of
Vishwaas, Vikas and Jan
Kalyan under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The pro-

several  other  public

activities
J&K BJP Vice-President &
programme incharge
Rakesh Mahajan,
Secretaries Reema Padha,
and Arun Sharma,

Spokesperson Balbir Ram
Rattan, Media Incharge Dr.
Pardeep Mahotra, Kashmir

Displaced District
President Rajiv Pandita,
Morcha Presidents
Brahmjyot ~ Satti, and

Dharminder Kumar, Bawa
Sharma, Sunny Sangotra,
Priyanka Mahajan, and
others participated in the
meeting. Sat  Sharma,
while addressing the meet-
ing, said that the last
twelve years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership have trans-
formed India into a
stronger, more prosperous,
and globally respected
nation. He said that the
programmes being orga-
nized are aimed at taking
the achievements and wel-
fare initiatives of the gov-
ernment directly to the
people and strengthening
the connection between the
government and the mass-
es. He stressed that every
BJP activist must actively
participate
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